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Proposal for the Replacement of Penalty Shoot-Outs 


healthy respect for the referee, the game controller, 
the arbiter. Whatever the name the person interpret- 
| ing the Laws of the Game is a vital and integral part 
of the contest. 

These days they have referee's assistants on the 
touch or side lines. Until June 30, 1996 they were 
better known as linesmen. A new name was neces- 


Absolute concentration is necessary. A sense of 
humour helps, for the referee, A decision, at the top 
level, con moke the difference between substantial 
win bonuses and a lower amount. 

Considerable criticism was heaped on a referee at 


bounced down over the goal line. The shot was mag- 
nificent, over 35 metres and like a rocket. 

Both the referee and assistant referee were perfect- 
ly placed for the passage of play in progress. It was 
impossible for either of them to see if the ball 


Referees may err, they are human. They will make 
what some people call 'mistakes'. So does every other 
person on the field-err or make mistakes. 

Referees certainly do not deserve physical assaults. 
|| Anyone who does this, be they ployer; coach, man- 
|| ager or club official deserves to be removed from the 
World Game. 

People who perpetuate these assaults have forgot- 
ten that it is only a game. 

One of our regular correspondents was recently 


}] charged by the police. 
No one person is greater than the game. 


knock-out matches which are 
drawn after 120 minutes of 
play, thereby reducing the 
game in question to an 
irrelevance. Atits extreme, the 
shoot-out rewards a team 


points and three negative ones 
are punished. At the end of 
extra time in a drawn game 
the points are tallied and the 
team with the highest total 


better disciplinary record in 
the match or, if still equal, the 
tournament. 

Each team will be awarded 
points as follows: 


40 years 


On Saturday August 10 a special celebration will take 
place to the west of Sydney. Many old friends, former 
players & supporters of Parramatta Eagles will gather to 
commemorate 40 years of the Club. 

Formed in 1956 from an amalgamation of two clubs 
which centred on post war immigrants from Malta, the 


Parramatta Eagles have a record to be proud of . 
% Congratulations from all at ABSW # 


Teams defending a one 
goal lead would lose points 
under sustained pressure, and 
be at a distinct disadvantage 
should they concede an 
equaliser. 


Benefits of 
the Points 


Teams will be coached to 
attack, 

Players will be encouraged 
to shoot. 

More goals will be scored. 


Winner: England. 


on penalties) 


Winner: Czech Republic. 


‘The fans will be happy. 

In the following table are 
two examples of matches at 
Euro 96 which were decided 
on penalties. 


Examples (Statistics published in British Soccer Weekly — July 3, 1996). 
England v Germany —.Semi-Final, Euro 96 
(Germany won 6-5 on penalties) 


Bounced igeclete of inal lings Shots on target (saved, hit Individual players will not England Germany 

"Bring on the video replays This was a cry heard || Woodwork) -Spointseach suffer the agony of missing a Stats Points Stats Points 
far and wide from the uncomprehending and naive. Shots not on target (miss decisive penalty. Shots on target 5 25 4 20 
To adequately cover the field dozens of cameras } the goal, but cross the goal There will be fewer fouls} Shots not on target 7 14 5 10 
would be required including overhead ones. line) - 2 points each and, as a result, fewer injuries, Comers 6 6 4 A 

TV cameras, placed on the side lines looking at the = F F 

ils committed at 21- 24 24- 

play, are usually telephoto lense equipped. The oper- Par tt ita ‘oul 
ator zooms into the action. This action distorts the arramatta (Me ) Players booked i eo - fa 
picture. received, as anyone who has taken still pho- Players sent off 
tographs with a telephoto lense would know. Eagles celebrate Total 22 6 


The statistics of attacking play speak for themselves and in this case the 
more positive and entertaining team would have won. 
Czech Republic v France — Semi-Final, Euro 96 (Czech Republic won 6-5 


pushed by a coach, That is unacceptable. new Club was called Melita Eagles, Czech Republic France 
A teenager in the Wollongong area aimed a Kung In recent years they have graced the National League Stats Points Stats Points 

Fu style kick at an assistant referee who happened to being controversially dumped in 1995, A restaurant is a Shots on target 5 25 1 5 

be a female. favourite gathering point at Melita Stadium, Everley Sh t t 10 9 18 
How many assaults have there been around the | nea Chester Hill, Naturally it is named the ‘Eagles lots not on target 5 

country which have gone unreported? | Comers 3 3 9 9 
It is the duty of team and club officials to ensure hae 13 of this edition of ABSW contains a photograph Fouls committed 24 24- 19 19- 

that all players realise their responsibilities to the ref- from 1953 of the then Melita Soccer Football Club. A Players booked 3 6- 3 6- 

erees and to this great game. young man called Sam Vella, later to receive the Medal of] | piavers sent off 9 0 0 ry 
Assaults on referees are a serious offence and the Order of Australia for services to soccer, can easily be Total 8 7 

could even result in the person fesponsible being recognised. 


= = Players will be forced to produce a fair result according 
x - BY STEVEN y sree onan Sree 
t 1 Lifiskaiibise rather than their opponents. Ss 
Games will flow. ‘ ummary: 
Aitorial | caren Seley Summary: 
A . SOMEONE ORG We LOL deciding matches as outlined 
stoby poste playing ow breloom: pave OHLEmN MIE te el instal of gnnng 0 shove an nly ea poste 


impact on the World's most 
popular sport. Under the 
present rules there will be 
more and more draws as the 
standard of play picks up 
around the world. A better 
solution than penalties is 


employing defensive, Corners -1 point each Players with exceptional There will b iced before iedbeatoare 
sors he ncenaoah comply nee ol | egal nd nat Exe tine ins Sen rifbepoeced day * Tage ioe Image 
front one end of the field fo the other, Also not oll P27 With.an equal opportunity deducted as follows This points system would soccer. 
these folks are men these days. to win the game from an Fouls committed (free add more excitement to The points system is 
‘Maybe, just maybe, the reason that the number of | “letPrising, positive and fair kick awarded to opponents) championship matches. There designed to combat the negative 
| goals has declined at the top level is because assis- J “27 A nee a a D are Epcos at all ce ae ‘employed by many teams 
I) tant ref iter at picking up off sides there- ayers - > grounds and the aceumul : 
| re aca iis omara vaiooneae enchy ona Proposal: points each A fally would be displayed and _Neutralising your opponent 
goal areas. ‘Three positive elements of Players sentoff - $5 updated during drawn periods will no longer be an advantage, 
The task for all three officials is demanding. || the game are rewarded. with _points each Et of the game. but playing the game skilfully, 


positively and fairly: will give 
you a decisive cdge in 
competition. 

: This suggestion was 
forwarded to FIFA in July by 


the recent European Championship because he ‘dis- | Will win. If points are equal, System: Thave applied the points Steven Harrison of Sydney. 
allowed! a claimed goal. According to television video |] then the match should be Tactics based solely on system to both games to 
replays, after the ball hit the underside of the bar it awarded to the team with the defence will be worthless, 
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GOOD OIL GOOD OIL GOOD 


Manis Lamond Sydney 
United's dynamic gnd most 
unpredictable striker, is 
currently playing in Singapore 
with a top club, Sembawang 
during the off-season in 
Australia. It is expected that 
Manis will be released from 
United for the new Ericsson 
League season and Zoran 
Matic’s Collingwood 
Warriors are expected to snap 
up. 

Manis meanwhile is also 
required to play World Cup 
qualifiers for Papua New 
Guinea (his place of birth) in 
September. x 

@@@CCCOCCOCCOe 

Joe Bacak former UTS 
Olympic and Melbourne 
Knights’ scorching-paced 
striker, is currently to be 
found over in Holland of all 

laces. 

The flank-speedster is 
playing for first division side, 

itesse Amhem. 

And who is the Vitesse 
coach? 

Would you believe former 
Ipswich Town's outstanding 
Dutch midfielder Arnold 
Muhren who played for 
Bobby Robson when Ipswich 
won the F.A.Cup in 1978. 

@CCCCCCOGGEGEe 

Miron Bleiberg’s Brisbane 


Joe Bacak: Is now in 
Holland with Vitesse 
Arnhem. 

Lions last Sunday won the 
Queensland XXXX State 
League minor championship 
defeating arch rivals Brisbane 
City 2-0 at Spencer Park in 
front of a 3000 plus crowd. 
The astute Bleiberg now 
wants to crack the Grand 
Final in three weeks as well as 
face Brisbane Strikers’ in 
Round 1 of the ‘Johnnie 
Walker Cup’ starting in 

September. 
He is very hopeful of his 
team downing the Strikers, as 


the Ericsson Cup outfit will 
only just be coming up to full 
fitness in readiness for the 
start of the national League in 


October. 

In successive years 
Bleiberg has guided North 
Star to the double and now the 
Lions to their current heights. 

@@e@@CeCeeeceeoe 
Brisbane Lions have an 
outstanding ever-green player, 
Frank Mengotti is the man. At 
33 years of age, he has yet 
again proven what a quality 
player he is. 


At the start of the 


Queensland State League 
season, Frank was to play 
sweeper, but Lions’ astute 
coach, Miron Bleiberg, soon 
switched him to a far more 
effective central midfield role 
where again he proved 


Miron Bleiberg: Took 
Brisbane Lions to the 
minor championship. 
invaluable to his team, 


Lions won the XXXX 
League by a clear six points 


NEW SOUTH WALES 
SOCCER FEDERATION 


1997 FEDERATION STATE LEAGUE 


The New South Wales Soccer Federation Limited 
invites expressions of interest from any new 
clubs who wish to enter the 1997 competitions 
conducted by this organisation. 


Please submit your detalls In writing to: 


THE GENERAL MANAGER 
NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 
PO BOX 6024 
BLACKTOWN BUSINESS CENTRE NSW 2148 


Prior to September 11, 1996 


For further information, please contact 
Mr Kod Woods on (02) 9629 1800 


‘The rapidly expanding Port ‘Habour Front Restaurant’ 
BY JOHN ECONOMOS Kembla, is coached by near the Novotel. Tickets 
flamboyant and former which are $50 each, include a 


from Rochedale Rovers and 
Brisbane City. These two 
finished equal on points with 
Rovers just ahead on goal 
difference. 
@e@e@eeeeeeeece 
Alistair Edwards, the UTS 


Olympic attacking left 
midfielder, arrived back in 
Sydney last Saturday from 
Euro 


pe. 

Originally Alistair suddenly 
flew to Doncaster, Yorkshire, 
England to attend his uncle’s 
funeral. 


On the way back to 
Australia, the flanker spent 
almost three weeks in Holland 
training with first division 
side, F.C. Groningen. 

Edwards told ‘Good Oil’ “I 
just wanted to do some of 
their pre-season training over 
there which would help me 


@@@CeCGeGC@QGCe 

NSW Soccer Federation 
last night, Monday, at the 
Eagles Nest Restaurant, 
Melita Stadium, organised the 
crucial draw for the 1996 
Waratah Cup, Round 6, just 
after ABSW had gone to 
press. 

As was the case last season, 
the Waratah Cup, won last 


-year by Sydney United, will 


again carry the huge cash 
prize of $50,000 for the 
eventual winner, Making it the 
richest Knock Out Cup 
competition in Australia, 

Battling it out for the 
eventual cash prize, will be 
the six NSW and ACT 
Ericsson League teams 
Canberra Cosmos, Marconi, 
Newcastle Breakers, UTS 
Olympic, Sydney United and 
Wollongong City. 

The 10 sides from the 
various NSW and ACT State 
Leagues that still remain in 
the Cup are: Bathurst ‘75 
Division 1, Canterbury 
Marrickville Super League, 
Highfields Wolves Northern 
NSW, Hills United Division 1, 
Parramatta Eagles Super 
League, Rockdale Suns Super 
League, Sutherland Shire 
Super League, Sydney 
Cosmos Division 1, 
Warringah Dolphins Super 
League andWeston Creek 
ACT Premier. 

Round 6 of the Waratah 
Cup takes place on the 
weekend of August 31. 


Australian World Cup striker, 
Adrian (‘Noddy’) Alston, who 
last season coached them to 
the ‘treble’. 


three course sumptuous meal 
plus all drinks and may be 
ordered by contacting Port 
Kembla’s Club president, 


The Dinner venue is set 
down for the picturesque 


Vince on 014-490-695, 
Special guests for the 


Nie) 
Alistair Edwards: Has been training in Holland. Is seen 
here with his two boys Cameron and Ryan. 

‘The Cup Final has been set 
down for September 22. 

‘The full draw will appear in 
next week's edition. 

@eeeeceeeeee 
Marconi have been invited to 
tour China, Shanghai in fact, 
on August 20, to play two 
exhibi matches in that 
hugh metropolis, 

Coach Manfred Schaefer 
will be taking both Sean Babic 
and Craig Foster, his new 
signings, to China with the 
Marconi squad. 

At this stage Manfred tells 
us that he is not keen to sign 
anyone else, ‘unless of 
‘outstanding ability’, ~ 

@@CC2CeCCCEGe 
Brisbane Strikers at long last 
appointed high profile player, 
Frank Farina as their coach 
last Wednesday. 

It is understood Farina 
reluctantly took the job on, 
only to help out the Strikers. 

As he stated to ‘Good Oil’ 
“T took the position about two 
seasons earlier than I had 
really planned.” 

Farina has pledged to 
upgrade many young talented 
players into the Strikers’ 
Ericsson League squad. 

Goal ace Farina, although 
having seen 32 summers, still 
has much top Soccer left in 


evening will be four of 
Australia’s 1974 illustrious 
World Cup Finals squad, 
Adrian Alston, Atti: Aboyni, 
John Warren and Manfred 
Schaefer. 


.) 


oss 


Babic: Playing with Marcon for the first time in 
Shanghai on the Club's pre-season tour. 


YOUTH LEAGUE 
TRIALS 


him, 

Port Kembla Soccer Club is 
holding a special Sportsmen's 
Dinner on Friday, August 16 
as we stated last week. 


Under 19s 


Dates: August Wednesday 7 
Monday 12 & Wednesday 14 
Monday 19 & Wednesday 21 
Monday 26 & Wednesday 28 
Time: 6pm Start 
Venue: Back Fields at 


Club Marconi 
Marconi Road, Bossley Park 


@ (02) 9823 2222 


Frank Farina: Ericsson 
League's only 
Player-Coach.' 
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GOOD OIL GOOD OIL GOOD 


@@CCCCOCEEGE 
Steve Deszpot last week in 
Canberra, was elected 
President of the ACT Soccer 
Federation unopposed. 

Mr Deszpot, a prominet 
member of the Soccer media 
for many years, is committed 
to rebuilding much needed 
confidence in Soccer with the 
corporate sector, the media, as 
well as the ACT and Federal 
governments, 

Hugh White was elected 
Vice President with David 
Earle Treasurer. 

The new Board of 
Directors is convinced that it 
has the capacity to provide the 
directions needed by Soccer in 
the national capital. 

With the support of all 
member clubs virtually 
unanimous, the ACT Soccer 
community anticipates a new 
era of streamlined 
management at Federation 
level. 

@@COCCCCCOEGCE 
Australia’s Soccer Olympians 
are expected to arrive back 
from the Atlanta Games 
tomorrow (Wednesday) on 
Qantas flight QF 8712 due to 
land at Kingsford Smith 
Airport, Sydney at 9.35 am. 

A number of former 
Olympics Coach Eddie 
Thomson’s squad have 
already been released to their 
respective European clubs, 
This enables them to join in 
pre-season training with their 
club colleagues. 

Seven players stayed in 
Atlanta for the Closing 
Ceremony along with 
Thomson. 


@@CCCOCCOCCOCCe 
Walter Ardone, the UTS 
Olympic attacking central- 
midfielder, made a rush trip to 
the Mediterranean island 


nation of Cyprus for trials, 


during recent weeks. 

After two weeks in Cyprus, 
Walter returned to Sydney, 
unhappy with terms offered to 
him. 

But late last week, Ardone 
again took off, time 
bound for Mexico of all 
places, hoping to crack a 
contract with a first division 
Side there. 

Mexican _ registrations 
closed last Saturday and 
we've heard nothing since. 

C@@CCCCCCCOE 
UTS Olympic commenced 


Ante Moric: Could be playing in Belgium very soon. 


their pre-season training last 
night at Leichhardt Oval. 

Tt is understood that coach 
David Ratcliffe will sometime 
this week compile a list of 
names of players he no longer 
feels are required for the new 


Meanwhile Olympic, 
during the off-season, have 
signed up explosive striker- 
cum-midfielder, Jimmy 


UNDER-19s YOUTH TEAM TRIALS 


U.T.S. OLYMPIC 


SOCCER CLUB 


The above Soccer Club will 
be holding trials for their 


Under 19 Youth squad on: 


Wednesday: 
Friday: 


Monday: 


August 7 
August 9 
August 12 


4 


TIME: 6.30pm sharp 
VENUE: MARRICKVILLE OVAL 
Frazer and Livingstone Roads, 

MARRICKVILLE NSW 


All players attending must have their 
birthdays falling on, or after, January 1, 
1977. 

Further enquiries please contact: 
Mr Nick Matsias: Tel: (02) 9759-4373 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 
—————— 
Patikas, left-midfield spreading the gospel of children all thirsting to lean 
speedster and Barcelona the deep jungles of — the game of Soccer. 
Olympic player Steve pines, @@@@C@GCCECG@ 
Refenes, as well as Melita Tn next week's edition of Humour of the week. 


Eagles’ outstanding elastic, 
former World Youth 
championships goalkeeper, 
Anthony Franken. 

Ratcliffe is also understood 
to want to sign up another 
midfielder, 18 year old Bert 
Emerton from the ALS. 
@@@CeC@CCEeECe 


ABSW, we will bring you 
an incredible, and exclusive, 
full special feature, of this 
lone Australian’s pioneering 
efforts with underprivileged 


Walter Ardone: Been to Cyprus and now in Mexico 


and looking for a contract. 


ANTE MORIC, Sydney 
United and Atlanta Olympics 
attacking left-back, could 
soon be heading off to 
Belgium. 

It is understood that whilst 
Moric has been with 
Australia’s Olympic team in 
the USA, an offer for his 
services lobbed into United's 
office last week. 

Belgium has been a popular 
country for players from 
Australia to go but there have 
been difficulties with some 
clubs and the contracts that 
the players have been on. 

@@C@@CCCOCCe 
Graeme MacKinnon, the 
former outstanding right 
winger for the giants of 
Australian Soccer during the 
60s, Apia, is currently 
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Last week, ABC Radio 
gleefully made the following 
announcement on a Sports 
programme. 

“Record transfer fee of $29 


similar 
Just ask the ABC radio sports announcer. 


million was paid for England 
striker Alan Shearer to 
BLACKTOWN Rovers by 
Neweastle United 


@GCCGOCCCCOCGE 
Sydney United fielded the 
following side in the 3-0 


loss to Hadjuk Split. 

Blazincic (Perosh 46), 
Trajkovski (Gibson 46), 
Kupresak, D Culina (Vrkic 
46), Rudan, Seric (Didulica 
63), Zdrilic, Becirbegovic 
(Barns 56), Markovac, 
Milicic, Bilokapic (Usalj 
75). 


Anthony Franken: Has signed for UTS Olympic for 
1996/97 season. 


Josip Skoko scoed twice 
and was adjudged man of 
the match. 

@@CCCCCCECEe 


Abbas Saad, former Sydney 
Olympic and Malaysian 
League strike-hero, 
unceremoniously ostracised 
from all Soccer by the 
Singaporean FA last year on 
corruption allegations, is 
still in Singapore, but in 
business. 

Abbas still a national hero 
with Singaporean Soccer 
fans, owns and runs a 
Dance-disco night-club there 
called “Hotbod”. 

“Hotbod” _ night-spot 
guarantees a “Best Night Out 
For All Girls’ as it has Male 
Dancers on stage. 


Graeme McKimon: Spreading the "gospel" of Soccer 
in the Philippines. 


FOOTBALL — MENS 


Group A (Washington/Birmingham) 
PORTUGAL 2 TUNISIA 0 
AAtfonzo Martins (12, 67) 


ARGENTINA USA 1 
Lopez (35) Reyna (1) 
Crespo (56) 

Simeone (90) 

ARGENTINA 1 PORTUGAL 1 
Ariel Ortega (45) Munez (70) 

USA TUNISIA 9 
Kirovski (38) 

Maisonneuve (90) 

PORTUGAL 1 USA 1 
Alves (4) Mineuve (80) 
ARGENTINA 1 TUNISIA 4 
Daniel Ortega (6) Mkucher (75) 
ENAL POW Be Lesa 
ARGENTINA 93 1 2 053 6 
PORTUGAL So -2 eranece 
USA es) Aaa 
Tunisia 30 4.29984 
Group B — (Orlando/Miami 

SPAIN 1 SAUDI ARABIAO 
Garcia (80) 

FRANCE 2 AUSTRALIA 0 
Pires (12) 

Maurice (75) 

SPAIN 1 FRANCE 1 
Garcia (85) 

Lewinski (38) 

AUSTRALIA 2 SAUDI ARABIAt 
‘Tsenkenis (11) Al-Khilaiwaw (37) 
Viduka (64) 

SPAIN 3 AUSTRALIA. 2 
Raul Gonzales (40,90) Vidar (3) 
Denia (86) Corica (12) 
FRANCE SAUDI ARABIAT 
Maurice (pen. 19) Fuad Amin (26) 
Sibiorskt (48) 

BINAL PWODLFAP 
FRANCE 221 0527 
SPAIN S293 05, 9 7 
Australia a 7oee4 ars 
‘Saudi Arabia 3003250 
Group C (Birmingham/Washington) 
MEXICO 1 ITALY C) 
Palencia (83) 

KOREA REP 1 GHANA 0 
Yoon Jong Hwan (41) 

MEXICO 0 KOREAREP o 
GHANA 3 ITALY 2 
Sabah (14, 72) Branca (14, 43) 
Arhinful (pen. 62) 

MEXICO GHANA 1 
‘Abundis (68) Pardo (0.9. 44) 
ITALY KOREA REP 1 
Branca (25, 83) Leeki Young (62) 
FINAL PWOULFRFAP 
WEXICO 81 Bole 1s 
GHANA Dottet wit: 4a ace 
Korean Rep Sp DSi e224 
aly 10.2453 
Group D (Mlami/Orlando) 

JAPAN 1 BRAZIL ° 
Teruyoshi (72) 

NIGERIA 1 HUNGARY 0 
Kanu (75) 

BRAZIL 3 HUNGARY 1 
Ronaldinho (34) Madar (61) 
Juninho (64) 

Bebeto (84) 

NIGERIA 2 JAPAN oy 
Akiba (0.9. 83) 

Okocha (pen. 90) 

BRAZIL ) NIGERIA 0 
Ronaldhino (30) 

JAPAN HUNGARY 2 
Maezono (pen. 40,90) Sandor (2) 
Uemura (90) Madar (51) 
EINAL PWOLFAP 
BRAZIL 3) 2) Real eee 
NIGERIA 42041 31-8 
Japan 320 1446 
Hungary 30 06-3370 


Quarter Finals (Miam\/Birmingham) 
FRANCE 1 


PORTUGAL 2 
Mautice (pen. 49) ‘Capucho (8) 


Calado (pen,,104) 


ARGENTINA 


Crespo (47 pen, 89) 

Arrazabal (0.9. 53) 

Lopez (66) 

MEXICO 0 NGERIA 2 
‘Okooha (20) 
Babayaro (85) 

BRAZIL 4 GHANA 2 

Duodu (0.9. 17} Akunnar (23) 

Ronaldinho (56, 62) Aboagye (63) 

Bebeto (72) 

Semi Finals (Athens) 

ARGENTINA 2 PORTUGAL 0 

Crespo (54, 67) 

NIGERIA 4 BRAWL 3 

Concicao (2, 36) 

Bebeto (23) 

Carlos (0.9. 20) 

tkpeba (81) 

Kanu (90, 83) 

Bronze Medal (Athens) 

Bi PORTUGAL 0 

Ronaldinho (4) 

Flavio (10) 

Bebeto (47, 54, 75) 

Final (Athens) 

NIGERIA ARGENTINA 2 

‘Babayaro (28) Lopez (2) 

Amokachi (74) Crespo (pon. 50) 

‘Amurike (89) 


Exuberant Nigeria became the first 
African team to win an Olympic soccer gold 
medal when they scored a last-gasp and 
rather controversial goal to beat Argentina 
3-2 in the final today. 

‘The Nigerians, who haye delighted fans 
with their flair and attacking play, settled a 
thrilling game when substitute Emmanual 
Amunike broke an Argentine offside trap to 
sweep the ball into the net in the 89th 
minute. 

Argentina, who had twice been in front, 
protested in vain as Nigeria, who had never 
won an Olympic gold medal before 
yesterday, celebrated its second gold in two 


S. 

vated Claudio Lopez and Hernan 
Crespo, with a hotly-disputed penalty, had 
put Argentina ahead, but Celestine 
Babayaro and Daniel Amokachi had hauled 
the Africans back each time. 

“This win was important for football in 
the world because we saw that attacking 
football can win,” said Nigeria's coach, 
Dutchman Johannes Bonfrere, 

“Our third goal was the best in the 
tournament for us because it won the 
medal,” he said. “The referee made the right 
decision.” Argentina coach Daniel 
Passarella said: “It was a great final between 
two great teams. 

“P'm very happy with our performance in 
this tournament. I don't want to talk about 
the referee or the game at the moment. It’s 
too early.” 

‘Simply reaching the final was an unlikely 
feat for Nigeria, whose preparations were 
dogged by administrative chaos. 

For the second time in four days - 
Nigeria beat Brazil 4-3 in their semi-final on 
Wednesday - the Africa-South American 
clash produced captivating soccer. 

Lopez struck in the second minute, 
heading in a cross from Crespo but Nigeria 
had the better of the first half thanks to 
inspired play from Augustine Okocha and 
Nwankwo Kanu, two-goal hero against 
Brazil. 

The Argentine defence, which hardly 
broke sweat in keeping clean sheets against 
European opposition in their previous two 
games, was repeatedly ripped apart by the 
Africans’ quick passing and trickery. 

One move led to Amokachi hitting the 
post before Babayaro equalised, rising at the 
far post to head home following a free kick 
in the 28th minute. Argentina, traditionally 
known for the more sinister aspects of their 
game, were also inventive, with midfielders 
Ariel Ortega and Hugo Morales causing 
constant problems for Nigeria. 

‘The teams continued to defy sweltering 


Gao Hong: China's custodlan-esse 
ever Olympic gold in womens football. 


(x Atlanta Olympic Games 
Football Tournament 


could not prevent USA winning the first 


Group E (Miami/Orlando) 
CHINA 2 SWEDEN 0 
Guihong Shi (62) 
Lihong Zhao (90) 
USA DENMARK 0 
Valentini (35) 
Hamm (38) 
Titfeny (49) 
USA 2 SWEDEN 1 
Venturini (scored both) Swedberg 
CHINA 5 DENMARK 4 
Wyniie (9) Madsen (70) 
‘Quihong Shi (16, 76) 
Ai Ling (31) 
Guihongshi (35) 
CHINA USA ° 
SWEDEN 3 DENMARK 1 
Videkull (73) Jensen (60) 
‘Swedberg (81, 87) 
FINAL PWT RRO ANE 
CHINA 902: tao? 1 7 
USA See Bias. 10-2 
‘Sweden So 2 455~s 
Denmark 3.00 320 
Group F (Washington/Birmingham) 
NORWAY 2 BRAZL 2 
Medaen (32) Pretinha (56, 89) 
‘Aarones (68) 
GERMANY 3 JAPAN 2 

(6) Kioka (19) 
Toma’ (0.9. 31) Noda (35) 
Mohr (63) 
NORWAY 3 GERMANY 2 
Madalen, Wiegmann, 
Aarones, Prinz 
Riise 
NORWAY 4 JAPAN Cy) 
Prettersen (25, 86) 
Mecaten (60) 
‘Tangeraas (75) 
BRAZIL 2 JAPAN ° 
Jackson (67) 
Protinha (77) 
BRAZIL 1 GERMANY 4 
Sissi (53) Wunderfich (4) 
BINAL PWOLFAP 
NOWAY. 3230947 
BRAZIL 91 2.0595 
Germany 3 yt, “8 Be E8--4 
Japan 3003-280 
Semi-Finals (Athens) 
CHINA 3 BRAZIL 2 
Sun (5) Roseli (67) 
Wei (83, 90) Protinha (72) 
NORWAY 1 USA 2 
Medalen (18) ‘Akers (77 pen) 

Mevillan (100) 
*Scoring times not given. 
Bronze Medal (Athens) 
NORWAY 2 BRAZIL =O 
‘Aarones (21,24) 
FINAL 

ATHENS, GEORGIA 
USA 2 CHINA 1 
MeNMillan (19) Sun Wen (32) 
Milbrett (68) 
* 76,481 — 
the largest crowd ever recorded for a 


womens sporting event watched the 
women's final. 


conditions after halftime. In the 50th 
minute, Ariel Ortega, who has been booked 
for diving in the Argentine championship, 
appeared to fall over in the penalty area but 
referee Pierluigi Collina of Italy gave a 
penalty against Taribo West. 

Crespo converted for his sixth goal of the 
tournament, which left him joint top scorer 
with Brazil's Bebeto. 

But Nigeria kept attacking and after 
forcing goalkeeper Pablo Cavallero to make 
several difficult saves, Amokachi equalised. 
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Oceania for 
the Cup! 


Dear Sir, 

David Hill has wasted 
much effort as well as 
antagonising many influential 
soccer VIPs with his futile 
attempt to scuttle the Oceania 
Confederation just at the very 
moment when OCEANIA 
might actually become 
worthwhile, 

Next year FIFA will stage 
the first Confederations Cup 
made up of the best nations 
from each of the six 
Confederations that are part 
of FIFA. They are Uruguay 
Germany, USA, South 
Aftica, one from Asia to be 
decided and most likely 
Australia from OCEANIA. 

The Confederations Cup 
will put the Socceroos in the 
spotlight of International 
football like never before in 
an elite officially backed 
FIFA tournament which 
could have the potential to 
become second only to the 
World Cup as a nation's 
tournament, 

Previously Australia's 
main efforts and exposure in 
International football has 
bean it's World Cup Olympic 
games and Youth Cup 
campaigns. Without 


denigrating the importance of 
these tournaments the fact is 
soccer minnows like 
Australia with little clout and 
limited resources are severely 
limited in what they can 
achieve in these events. 

In contrast the structure of 
the Confederations Cup 
tournament (as } understand 
it) actually favours Australia 
somewhat because it provides 
for a more level playing field 
so to speak. It has in theory 
great potential to lift the 
status of OZ soccer at home 
and abroad and will definitely 
mean serious international 
matches against some top 
class opposition on a more 
regular basis, hopefully 
played in Australia in the near 
future, 

Now that cities like 
Melbourne, Adelaide and 
possibly Perth are going to 
construct world class 
stadiums suitable for soccer 
for the 2000 Olympics this 
means that Australia will be 
able to stage a world class 
tournament like the 
Confederations Cup when the 
‘opportunity arises. 

RMelbor, 
Bondi. NSW 


DON'T ROB 
THE GAME 


AN OPEN LETTER TO DAVID HILL 


Dear Sir, 

Your obsessive persistence 
to “Australianise” the game 
of Soccer in order to make it 
attractive to the corporate 
dollar is viewed by many as 
commendable and long 
overdue. The game needs 
someone with authority, 
perseverance and vision, We 
thought you were just the 
person to do it. We were 
wrong! The fact is, all the 
vision and good intentions are 
worthless when the end result 
becomes detrimental to the 
values our society holds dear. 
Your vision is fading away 
simply because you are 
unable to accept others for 
what they are. 

meen ay AUSTRALIA 
is the country where people 
are not judged by the colours 
of their emblems or their 
waving flags or even their 
diverse ways of life. 
Australia, which I know very 
well judges people by the 
strength of their character and 
contribution they are able to 
give to its economic, cultural, 
and spiritual development. 
‘That Australia will judge you 
and indeed condenin you for 
imposing your sets of 
standards on others without 
any regard for their feelings 


and reward they may be 
entitled to. The two most 
prominent clubs on the 
Australian Soccer scene are 
due for recognition in 
producing the majority of 
representative players, as well 
as for over 40 years 
contribution to the game. 
However instead of 
recognition, firstly they are 
denied their identity and then 
their memorabilia. 

‘You should be reminded of 
Tago’s words... 

“But he that filches from 
me my good name: 

Robs me of that which not 
enriches him 

And makes me poor 
indeed.” 

Yes Sir! You have made 
me a lesser Australian. you 
have taken my good name 
and then my jewels without 
enriching yourself. In the end 
it’s Australia that is the real 
victim. Administrators come 
and go, Australians who 
choose the world game will 
lick their wounds and 
continue with their lives, Hill 
may burn, Wran may sing 
and Negus may nag but 
soccer will overcome the 
burden, 


Peter Lukunic, 
Toongabbie. NSW. 


David Hill (1) and Neville Wran (r); Are winning few friends but that is not their job. 


Letters to the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given 
to short letters. Include daytime 
phone number for verification. 


The Editor, 
AUSTRALIAN & 
British Soccer 
WeExty 


PO BOX 155, 
MARRICKVILLE 


NSW 2204 


Fax: (02) 9550-9332 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this colum. 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


A TAXING OLYMPICS 


Dear Sir, 

Ina week of heart-breaking 
news for Australian Soccer, a 
brilliant flash of good news 
from John Economos on the 
excellent “Good News” page, 
to cheer up the serious soccer 
supporters. (ABSW 30.7.96) 

‘Tquote, “Thomson has now 
completed his involvement 
with the Olyroos, Raul Blanco 
takes over. It is Blanco’s task 
to lead the Australian 
Olympians to Sydney 2000.” 

With more than 120 
Australia players overseas to 
choose from plus a dozen or 
so very talented local player 


deserving consideration our 
National coach Thomson, 
managed to string seven 
overseas games together 
without the pleasure of a 
single goal. No club in the 
world would accept such a 
result and not do something 
about it. 

The Australian taxpayer 
may have more than a passing 
interest in: our Olympic 
efforts. 

Tn 1995-96 the men’s and 
women's soccer Olympic 
campaigns received 
$1,063,000 from the Sports 
Assistance Scheme and 


$775,500 (from the Olympic 
Assistance Program (“S.M. 
Herald” 10.7.96), a total of 
$1,838,500, and out in the 
first round, 

However, cycling received 
over $3.52 million, Rowing 
$3.42 million, Swimming 
$3.07 million, but the real 
eye-opener was the Fencing’s 
single competitor who cost the 
taxpayer $386,000. 

We missed out on the 
World Cup qualification we 
missed out at the Olympics. 
‘What is missing???? 

‘George Green, 
Alstonville. 


WAKE UP SOCCER 
AUSTRALIA 


Dear Sir, 

Soccer Australia is killing 
Australian Soccer. How 
ironic? 

By abolishing ethnic logos 
from club shirts, Soccer 
Australia believes that they 
will attract more 
“Australians” through the 
gate. That more people will 
buy the merchandise, be more 
interested in the game and so 
on. 

The facts are that an 
“ethnic” club will always be 
an “ethnic” club no matter 
what the logos are, what 
name they are playing under, 
who their sponsors are or 
who the fans are. 

By altering that perception 
not only will you not attract 
new fans because they will 
always identify that club as 
being ethnic but you are 
ostracising the established 
‘fans of that team. 

Who will lose out in the 
end? The long suffering, 
dedicated clubs and fans, 

For thirty years Australian 
soccer has lived and breathed 
off the back of ethnic clubs. 
These clubs have produced 
and fostered the talent of 
players who are now 
household names throughout 
the world, 

Now Soccer Australia 


wants to kill off the name, 
identity and soul of these 
teams. When SA should be 
helping and encouraging 
them. 


There is still no 
explanation whatsoever to the 
general public why 
Melbourne Knights must 
provide $200,000 as a fine or 
bond. Originally it was 
thought that it was for the 
crowd ‘misbehaviour’ at the 
grand final. 

However, it has since been 
found that SA's security 


guards were encouraging fans 
to run onto the field to share 
in with the jubilation of the 
team they have loyally 
followed. While the inepiness 
of the security guards at the 
gate allowed flares into the 
ground. 

So please tell all of the fans 
of soccer what the fine is for 
and how a figure of $200,000 
was obtained. 

Fans of soccer would also 
like to know what next? First 
you forced the clubs to 
change their names, now you 
want them to change their 
logos. Will players have to 
change their names to Smith, 
Hill, Perkins etc? 

The fact is that the media 
will support you whether you 
are a Zelic, a Bosnich, a 
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Tsekenis or whatever. 
Whether you are Greek, 
Italian, Croatian or whatever 
as long as there.is something 
to marvel at. 

The media has room for 
soccer, the public want 10 
know more about it, all it 
needs is great marketing from 
the top. The clubs can only do 
somuch, Soccer Australia has 
let down the clubs and fans of 
Australian Soccer in this 
manner for too long. Instead 
of promoting their product 
they have down graded it and 
continue to do so. 

The day that SA wakes up 
to itself and sees the error of 
its ways it may be too late and 
the true fans of Australian 
soccer will continue to leave 
and be replaced by no one. 

Ante Grabovac, 
Kingsgrove, NSW. 


BLAME TACTICS 


Dear Sir, 

The talented young men who did such a tremendous job for 
Australia at the Olympic games have been subjected to some 
humiliating comments from the coach of the Spanish team. 

“Australia is an inferior team to us,” (sic) quipped the coach 
from Spain. His team was behind two — one at half-time and 
should have been four — one down to the Olyroos shorily afler 
half-time. The Spanish coach should be thanking Thomson as it 
was he who lost the game for Australia. 

The players gave their best and should be congratulated for 
their efforts. It must be very frustrating for these players to play 
to Thomson's strange tactics. They looked totally confused and 
were reluctant to attack for fear of reprisal from their 
defensively minded coach. 

Our national teams have been badly prepared for almost four 
years. The blame for the lack of success due to bad coaching 
must surely rest with Thomson and Scheinflug. We need a 
complete change of coaching techniques which encompass 
tactics that are more adaptable to our players. Our player are 
skilful and intelligent and are therefore capable of adapting to 
tactics other than long balls over the top. 

Tbelieve that the “use-by-date” for Thomson and Scheinflug 
have arrived, They coached our national teams to a few quarter 
finals but they are not finals coaching materials. They lack the 
knowledge to get teams to this next level. 


Serge Armansin, 

Everton Hill. Qld. 

Editors Note: Rau} Blanco has taken over as Australia’s 
Olympic team coach. 


Raul Blanco: Has taken over the Olympic effort for 
Sydney 2000. 


MARRICKVILLE 
SOCCER CLUB 


(The Red Devils) 


5 Oth Anniversary Dinner 


Saturday August 17, 1996 
Canterbury Gardens Kacecourse 


from 7pm $50 per head 


Scrumptious 3 course dinner, beer, wine, soft drinks 


Bookings Ron Royston (02) 9718 1239 (b) 
or Club House (02) 9558 5849 (ah) 


Re regained some of 
its battered soccer pride 
with a 5-0 rout of Portugal 
to win the Olympic bronze 
medal. 


Goals by Ronaldinho and 
Flavio Conceicao inside the 
first 10 minutes sent Brazil on 
its way and Bebeto completed 
the victory by scoring a hat- 
trick in the second half. 

“We came here to try for 
the gold, that was our 
objective. It is an honour to 
win a bronze medal, but it is 
not what we were here for,” 
Bebeto said. 

Stacked with talent, Brazil 
seemed an overwhelming 
favourite for the gold medal, 
but it lost its opening game to 
underdog Japan and then blew 
a3-1 lead in an extra-time 4-3 
loss to Nigeria in the semi- 
finals. 

“The bronze medal has the 


Canberra 
for hew 


fanberra Cosmos will be 

fielding a team in the 
forthcoming national soccer 
league competition, club 
chairman Paul Murphy said 
last week. 

His statement ended 
reports that the Cosmos, 
burdened by $200,000 of 
debt, will call it a day after 
just’ one season in the 
country’s premier soccer 
competition. 

Earlier last month the 
Cosmos board gave itself until 
August | to either clear or 
reschedule the debt, and on 
Friday Murphy said that work 
is far enough advanced to 
give a definite undertaking 
that the club will continue. 

“{'m not pretending we are 
‘out of the woods yet — there 
is some very hard work lying 
ahead,” Murphy said. 

“But our corporate appeal 
is going well, we have had 
encouraging season ticket 
sales, our new licensed club 
will open on August 22 and 
the ACT Soccer Federation 
and its member clubs have all 
promised their support.” 

He is also buoyed that the 
former ACT Minister of 


WDL 
White Eagle 1390 4 
Devonport 1374 2 
Olympia 1381 4 
Croatia Glenorchy 1372 4 
Hobart Juventus 1262 4 
Launceston Juv 122624 
Caledonian 1235 4 
Riverside Olympic 13427 
South Hobart 12327 
Launceston 130013 1149 0 


TASMANIA WREST POINT 


STATE LEAGUE 
Caledonians 5 Glenorchy 3 
Hobart Juventus 3 Launceston 1 
White Eaagle 2 Launceston Juv (0. 
Olympia 3 South Hobart 2 


Atlanta Olympic Games 
Football Tournament 


Brazil regain some pride 


taste of gold because the 
Brazilian team played a very 
nice match today,” said coach 
Mario Zagallo. 


“We cannot win all. To 
know how to lose is difficult, 
but it is important. To win is 
easy. Brazil gave an example 
of that in the game against 
Nigeria.” Zagallo said he 
would honour his contract, 
which runs through 1997, 
The Brazilians received 


on track 
season 


Sport, David Lamont will join 
board, 


“His business experience 
and contacts are going to be 
invaluable to us,” Murphy 
said. 

“We are also appointing 
Alan Reis, who had national 
league experience with the 
former Canberra team in the 
‘1980s, as our chief executive 
officer.” 

Murphy said while nothing 
had been decided as yet, he 
was hopeful that ACT League 
club Canberra Deakin would 
join Canberra City and 
Belconnen United as major 
financial stakeholders in the 
cosmos. 

He stressed there was no 
money for big-name signings, 
but Socceroo captain Paul 
Wade, along with Norman 
Kelly, Richard Wilson, 
Lachlan Armstrong and Paul 
Dee, will all be returning to 
the club. 

“We'll begin training in a 
couple of weeks and in the 
meantime anyone from the 
ACT competition who fancies 
his chances should get in 
touch. It's all systems go for 
our first match against 
Melbourne Knights in the 
Johnny Walker Cup on 
September 7.” 


Kanu: Ajax and Nigerla, his play was the inspiration for the defeat of Brazil and 
Argentina on the way to the Africans winning the Olympic Gold Medal. 


BRAZIL FACE 
PAINFUL 
INQUEST 


razil’s soccer team 
ill face a long, 
painful inquest when 
they return home from 
the Olympic football 
tournament without the 
gold medal in their 
luggage. 

Wednesday's 4-3 defeat 
against Nigeria, who won 
with a “golden goal” in 
sudden-death extra-time 
after having been 3-1 
down, will inevitably lead 
to speculation over the 
future of coach Mario 
Zagallo and many of his 
players. 

Zagallo is also coach of 
the full national team and 
could see his dream of a 
sixth visit to the World 
Cup finals in 1998 
wrecked by a result that 
will almost certainly be 
looked on as a catastrophe. 

Brazil has won the 
World Cup four times, 
including the last one in 
1994, but has never taken 
the Olympic soccer title. 

In the capital Brasilia, 
former national coach Tele 
Santana said: 

“All of Brazil will be 
feeling this result because 


we’ve never been so close 
to winning the Olympic 
gold.” Be in. 

In a much-hyped bid to 
win the gold, the Brazilian 
Football Federation spent 
$5 million putting together 
an all-star team dubbed 
“the other Dream Team.” 

President Fernando 
Henrique Cardoso, pressed 
by reporters over his 
reaction to the game, 
politely thanked the team 
“for the effort they put 
in.” But others were less 
generous in defeat. 

“What we saw 
yesterday was 
inconceivable,” raged 
former soccer idol Zico in 
Globo newspaper. 

“There can be no excuse: 
for a team packed with 
internationally 
experienced players ... to 
be eliminated from an 
important competition like 
that.” 


The Brazilian players, 
many of whom wept in the 
dressing room afterwards, 
admitted they let up after 
going 3+1 ahead in the first 
half, 


their bronze —_ medals 
immediately after the game 
because they returned home 
before the final. 

‘The medals were handed out 
by Joao Havelange, the 
Brazilian chief of FIFA. 

Ina typical bronze medal 
game with little passion, Brazil 
quickly showed that it took the 
match more seriously. With 
only five minutes gone, Juninho 
sent a superb through ball to 
Ronaldinho and the new 
Barcelona striker burst through 
space to score from 12 metres 
past Portuguese goalkeeper 


il 

Five minutes later, 
Bebeto’s ball beat two 
defenders and Ze Maria 
charged along the right flank 
to send a pinpoint pass across 
the goal mouth for Flavio 
Conceicao, who directed it 
home from short range. 

With Portugal offering little 
resistance, Brazil began 
displaying the full range of its 
talent and bombarded 
Portugal’s goal from all 
directions, with Bebeto the 
main threat scoring three goals 
ina sterling second half. 


a. je 
Soccer Sevens 


draw teams 


t is the first weekend in 

October. 

The competition season 
is over for most clubs, but 
why does the team have to 
stop playing? 

You don’t, you can get 
away to the holiday city of 
Coffs Harbour on the NSW 
north coast. It is semi 
tropical, bananas grow 
profusely. 

Both men and women 
can get away for the Labour 
Day weekend. competitions 
will run Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday. Added to 
which there is prize money 
to shoot for. 

For the second year 
Coffs Harbour City United 
are running their Soccer 
Sevens. They kicked off 
with a reasonable 20 teams 
in 1995. 


This number, on current 
registrations, will be easily 
topped. 

‘There is a limit of sorts. 
32 teams for men, 12 for 
women. Entry fee $150 for 
each men’s team & $100 
for women’s teams. 

Two 13 minute halves 
with a one minute turn- 
around and unlimited 
interchanges. is what you'll 
be involved with. 

Coffs Harbour has plenty 
of accommodation and the 
Visitors Information Bureau 
is primed ready to assist all 
teams with this necessary 
requirement. 

See the advertisement on 
this page in order to book 
your spot in this exciting 
event. Paul Israel is 
standing by. 


COFFS HARBOUR 
CITY UNITED 


SOCCER 
SEVENS 


October 5, 6, 7 
MAJOR PRIZES! 
Team Nomination Fee: 
Men $150 
Women $100 
Seven players on field, 
unlimited interchanges 
2 x 13 minutes halves 


Contact: Paul Israel 
phone or fax: 066 527721 


or 


Corrs HARBOUR City UNITED SC 
PO Box 1405 
Corrs HARBOUR NSW 2450 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY -- AUGUST 6, 1996 7 


(&) ABSW 


Olympi 


jhe rise and rise of 

west Australian 

referee Eddie Lennie 
almost came to an 
astonishing crescendo at the 
Atlanta Olympics last 
weekend when he nearly 
receiyed the nod to control 
the Olympic fooball final 
between Nigeria and 


Tt was eventually decided 
an Italian Serie A official 


WESTERN AUSTRA 


ar 


aa 


BY RICHARD KREIDER 


would be chosen ahead of our 
own Ericsson Cup Referee of 
the Year. It was either him or 
me “said Lennie just prior to 
leaving the Olympic village. 
"Tt was disappointing not to 
get the call, but I have no 
complaints since it has been a 
fantastic fortnight and I''ve 
been in the best company you 
could possibly wish for” 

Lennie’s first assignement 
was the Chana v Korea game 
in Washington which finished 
Ee 


Olympic Kingsway 1 Perth SC 

Western Knights 3 Inglewood Falcons 
DIVISION ONE 

Joondalup City 5 Dianella WE 

Balcatta 2 Bassendean Cale 

‘Cockburn United 0 Fremantle City 


0 Southside United 
4 Morley Windmills 
0 Rockingham City 


DIVISION TWO 
Stirling Varddar 3 Westem Yugal 
Armadale Park 0 Melville Corinthians 
Balga 3 University 
Queens Park 0 Wanneroo City 
PREMIER DIVISION 
Ew Dae ok A 
Bayswater 15 12 1 2 38 10 
Inglewood 15 11 2 2 29 14. 
Stirling 15 10 1 4 2 20 
Spearwood 15 9 1 5 26 22 
Perthsc 158 3 4 2 19 
Floreat 154 6. 5 (25! 26 
Sorento 1535 3 9 15 22 
WestemK 15 3 3 9 18 25 
swan iC 152 2 Wl 15 36 
Olympic 15 1 2 12 15 42 
DIVISION ONE 
Joondalup 16 11 5 O 44 15 
Fremante 16 11 3 2 39 22 
Morley 169 2 5 
Southside 16 8 2 6 
DianellaWE16 7 4 5 
PerthCiy 167 3 5 
Ashfield 1Sigcmee ay 
Rockingham16 5 5 6 
Balcatta Nei te ved en St! 
Bassendeanl6 4 4 8 
Northlake 16 3 2 1 
Cockbum U 16 1 0 al 


SOCCER WEST COAST CENTENARY CUP 
Spearwood Dalmatinac! Floreat Athena 


His next was his very first 
womens game when Norway 
defeated West Germany 3-2 
in Birmingham, “It was a very 
different experience, but was 
still of a high standard and 
very fast” said Lennie His 
final “middle” was the mens 
USA v Portugal clash in 
Atlanta which ended 1-1 in 
front of a crowd of 60,000 
before wrapping up his 


@ 


involvement with a couple of 
4th official positings . 

The Referees organising 
committee then reduced the 
number of referees and 
assistant referees from an 
original 32 to 17 for the final 
stages of which Lennie was an 
inclusion. A clear indication 
of the respect world fooball 
oficialdom has for the 
standard of Australian 
refereeing came when it was 
revealed the other Oceania 
representative Lencie Fred 


c Final 


was receiving coaching advice 
by the Australian referees 
during the time he ran three 
Tines 


S, 

The hot and humid climate 
took its toll on referees and 
players alike, but Lennie was 
fortunate he lives in similar 
conditions. 

“The daily average 
temperature was in the 
nineties and it was very 
humid. It did affect some of 
us, but thankfully it was no 
problem for me “said Lennie 
who did not attend the final 
because of other business 
commitments. 

He is expected back in 
Australia on August 25th to 
prepare for his third Ericsson 


, SeASON 

“The referees body were 
deciding on the officials for 
this coming season last 
weekend, and I am quite 
confident 1 will be selected 
because one official recently 
commented that it is highly 
unlikely anybody would 
consider dropping the referee 
of the year.” 


CUP VICTORY 


emier League battlers Olympic 
‘Kingsway proved yet again that 
elimination cup competitions can be a 
different ball game, when they stunned 
Perth 1-0 in the third round of the soccer 
West Coast Cup last Saturday at their 
Kingsway Reserve ground, 

Sadly, it was a match devoid of the usual 
passion that is normally associated with cup 
clashes. 

‘The only excitement being the courageous 
diving header in the 52nd minute by Michael 
Ortin which proved to be the match winning 

‘oa. 


goal. 

Such was the battle for supremacy in 
midfield, there were only two strikes on goal in 
the first half, both which went the way of the 
visitors. 

‘The first fell to Vince Tana in the 33rd 
minute who tried his luck with a 30 metre shot 


that sailed a metre over the top of Peter Evans 
cross-bar, and a free-kick three minutes later 
that the custodian saved well after he initially 
conceded the infringement for time-wasting. 

Olympic looked a more determined unit 
after the break and were rewarded with the 
opening goal when a Ricky Davis free-kick 
eluded a pack of players including goalkeeper 
Vince Matassa, but found Ortin waiting on the 
back post to force a header home. 

Fomer St George midfielder Alan Pottier 
had Perth’s best chances to equalise, The first 
came in the 64th minute when he miskicked a 
shot when left with only Evans to beat, and in 
the 88th minute when a tricky strike from Tony 
Giangiulio slipped out of the “keepers hands to 
the feet of Pottier who coould not believe his 
Tuck as he sliced his shot wide with the goal at 
his mercy, 


OWN GOAL SENDS 
SPEARWOOD THROUGH 


efending D’Orsogna 
rood 


next round of the Centenary 
Cup with a 1-0 victory over 
Floreat Athena in a physical 
encounter that contained 
very few chances at 
Dalmatinac Park. 


With the D'Orsogna Cup 
now in mothballs Soccer 
West Coast, the Premier 
League’s controlling body, 
has introduced a special 
knock-out trophy for the 
centenary year or until 
another long term major 

is found, 

The winning goal came in 
the 37th minute of play 
through Spearwood forward 
Michael Mirco whose long 
range effort on goal spun off 
Floreat defender Sean Lynch 
and into the net, comletely 
wrong footing goalkeeper 
John Xigas. 

The home side came close 
to opening the scoring in the 
ninth minute through a Derek 
Combe free-kick that Paul 
Blakeley headed goalwards, 
Xigas denied the tall sweeper 
by pushing the ball onto the 
woodwork. 

Floreat’s closest 
opportunities to score came: 
minutes into the second-half 
through Mare Wingell who 
miskicked an easy chance and 
Jokn Carbone also from close 
range, and in the 81st minute 
when Taki Nicolaidis forced 
Robert Zabica to make a 
‘superb save. 

Meanwhile, in the Sunday 
match at the Gwelup Centre, 
Western Knights pulled off 
the other shock result of the 
weekend, by downing last 
years D’orsogna Cup finalists 
Inglewood Falcons 3-2 with 
Ray Kastropil enhancing his 
chances of a possible call up 
for Perth Glory by netting a 
quality hat-trick. 

After Falcons forward John 
Hunter had a glancing header 
cleared off the line in the 15th 
minute, Kastropil opened the 
scoring for the Knights in the 
40th minute when he guided 
home a Gerry Christie cross. 


It was 2-0 in the 81st 
minute when Kastropil 
converted a penalty after 
young defender Paul Di Carlo 
handled the ball, but three 
minutes further on Inglewood 
reduced the deficit with a 
penalty of their own after 
Gino Giorgi handballed in the 
area. 


Three minutes into 
stoppage time the Inglewood 
side forced the game into 
golden gosl extra-time when 
substitute Paul Wormley 
scrambled the ball over the 
line after it was twice blocked 
by goalkeeper Richard 
Gaiton. 

Extra-time was only four 


minutes old before Kastropil 
cleverly lobbed the ball over 
Ron More to send the league 
strugglers into the quarter- 
finals. 

The remaining third round 
fixtures could not be played 
due to pools commitments, 
but will be played later this 
month. 


They are Sorrento V 
Caledonian, Balga V Perth 
City and Stirling Macedonia 
V Morley Windmills which 
will be of interest since there 
are two former Stirling 
players now in a Morley shist- 
Tan Cornthwaite and Carl 
McDarby. 


Vince Mattassa: Will be hoping to be Perth Glory’s 
goalkeeper in the Ericsson Cup. 


Farina Cleans up at 


end o 


trikers scoring sensation 

Frank Farina has capped 

off a superb Ericsson Cup 
season, by making a clean sweep 
of the major prizes at the 
Hyundai Strikers Awards Night 
held last week. 

Farina was voted the Players 
Player of the Year, the Supporters 
Smallgoods Footballer of the Year, 

Farinas contribution to the team 
last season was outstanding, his 
vast overseas and international 
experience proving invaluable to a 
side seeking its first ever finals 
berth, 


The gutsy goal getter smashed 
the Strikers goal scoring record, 
finding the net on 19 occasions 
during the regular season, and 
capping off the season with a 
world-class goal in the semi-final 


: < aN 5 
ae 


x 


wards 


against Sydney United. 

Farina proved an overwhelming 
choice as the Players Player and 
Supporters Player of the Year, but 
only just shaded New Zealand 
International Chris Zoricich and 
utility player Craig Williams to 
take out the Footballer of the Year 
award, 

"I am very honoured to be held 
in such high regard by the players 
and the supporters of the Strikers,” 
Farina said, 

"We had an_ extremely 
successful season, due largely to 
our supporters, and I think it was 
definitely a season on which we 
can build upon. 

"L know that there will be plenty 
more for supporters to cheer about 
come next season.” 


Frank Farina: A fitting reward to climax a superb season. 


LIONS ARE PREMIER 
CHAMPS! 


Ppehane Lions 
faccomplished their 
gold medal dream to take 
out the Fourex League 
premiership with a 
resounding 2-nil win over 
Brisbane City at Spencer 
Park on Sunday, 

Lions, spearheaded by 
skipper Frank Mengotti and 
goal scoring whiz Warren 
Allen, were rarely tested by 
a disappointing Brisbane 
City, who have only 
themselves to blame for not 
taking the title following a 
disastrous second round. 

Brisbane City crashed 
badly in the second round 
after establishing a massive 
eleven point lead at the top 
of the table and ended the 
season in third place on goal 
difference after Rochedale’s 
drew level on points 
following their 9-1 
thumping over Grange 
Thistle. 

And in the other critical 
match to resolve the final 
five, Taringa Rovers 
thrashed Beenleigh 5-1 to 
clinch a semi final berth. 

Brisbane Lions’ coach 
Miron Bleiberg has set his 
players two further goals to 
cap off a remarkable year 
after the club started the 
season poorly. 

Lions have the right blend 
of quality, youth and 
experience to equal their 
1991 feat when they won the 
premiership-grand final 


(Ss 


BEENLEIGH 
OCCER CLUB 


INCORPORATED 


double. 
Bleiberg, who has been at 


the helm of Brisbane Lions 
for a season and a half, 
blamed himself for the 
club’s poor start to the 
season, but is now anxiously 
awaiting the Grand Final and 
the long awaited clash 
against the Brisbane Strikers 
in the Johnnie Walker Cup, 
Bleiberg was under 


extreme pressure early in the 
season when it was 
Tumoured his position was in 
jeopardy, but few people 
were aware of the reasons 
for Lions’ slow start, 

“We struggled in the first 
Part of the season, but it was 
my fault” Bleiberg said. 

“My mother died and I 
had to return to Israel and I 
missed the entire pre- 
season.” 

Under Bleiberg’s expert 
tuition, Lions soon came 
good and went 16 games (15 
wins and one draw) 


undefeated to take the title. 
Allen, Lions’ potent 
striker, proved the hero on 
the day by netting a double, 
the first on 34 minutes when 
Brisbane City defender 
Warren Cooley made an 
horrific blunder allowing 
Allen to intercept a poorly 
timed pass and beat two 
defenders for the game 


breaker. 


The goal proved an 
enormous confidence 
booster for the visitors who 
only had to draw to capture 
the premiership. 

Allen's second successful 
strike came midway through 
the second half when 
fullback David Lonsdale 
struck a long ball from well 
within his own half to Allen 
who again easily rounded 
two defenders to beat city 
keeper Danny Duke. 

Bleiberg was surprised at 
the ease of Lions’ victory 
over Brisbane City, who 
have been bitter rivals since 
the two sides played together 
in the national league in the 
Tate 70's. 

“Tt was a bit too easy and 
T expected more,” Bleiberg 
said. 

“There are three 
ingredients to winning. You 
play for yourself, your club 
and your coach, 

“But they looked to be 
lacking in spirit after their 
coach (Peter Tokesi) was 
named assistant coach of the 
Brisbane Strikers during the 
week. 

“The script just went our 

ay.” 


Bleiberg is eagerly 
awaiting the clash with the 
Strikers as he feels players 
in the local competition have 
been ignored by the Strikers 
in the last three years, 

“We're looking forward 


as 


oe) ae 
Kevin Meacock: Lions striker has bagged 13 goals 
this season. 


to the Strikers’ game,” he 
said. 

“The boys want to prove 
themselves, but more 
importantly, I'll be telling 
them they will be 


tepresenting every fourex 
League club as the Strikers 
have hardly taken a player 
from this league in the last 
three years.” 


THIS WEEKS SEMIFINAL MATCHES 
DOUBLE HEADER -PERRY PARK 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 11 


Qual 
Preliminary Semi-Final. 


12:30pm — Wynnum District v Taringa Rovers — 
nya eres 
2:30pm — Rochedale Rovers v Brisbane City — 


oy Ey) See pa ey ee ae Se 


9,9, %, GET 


QueENsLanp Soccer Feveration Perry Park, Abbotsford Road, Mayne, Queensland 4006Phone: (07) 3252-5327Fax: (07) 3252-1137 


QUEENSLAND 


XXXX LEAGUE 
Nerang SC 2 Eastern Suburbs 1 
Pine Rivers Utd 1 Wynnum District 0 
Coalstars 2 North Star 1 
Beenleigh 1 Taringa Rovers 5 
Brisbane City 0 Brisbane Lions 2 
Rochedale Rovers 9 Grange Thistle 0 
TABLE 
PWDLF AP 
Brisbane Lions 2217 2 3 54 2453 
Rochedale Rovers 22:14 5 35 77 2447 
Brisbane City 22:15 2 5 55 21 47 
Wynnum District 2211 4 7 39 3037 
Taringa Rovers 2211 3 8 55 33 36 
Beenleigh 2211 3 8 28 3336 
Pine Rivers Utd 22:9 11239 46 28 
Nerang Soccer Club 22 8 3 1138 46 27 
Coalstars 22 7 31231 37 24 
Grange Thistle 22 6 3.1323 71 21 
Eastern Suburbs 22 4 41428 45 16 
North Star 222 11919 74 7 
DIVISION TWO 
Albany Creek Excelsior4 Willowbum 
Acacia Ridge 3 The Gap 
Capalaba S & R 7 Inala City Utd 
Olympic United 4 Logan City Kings 
Mount Gravatt 3 Ispwich St Helens U 
St Albans 4 Rocklea United 
TABLE 
PWODLF AP 
Olympic United 22:15 4 3 61 3549 
Rocklea United 2215 3 4 52 28 48 
St Albans 22123 7 50 3439 
Mount Gravatt 229 8 5 48 3835 
Inala City Utd 2211 11046 48 34 
Albany Creek Exc 229 5 8 49 4932 
The Gap 22:9 49 36 4231 
Acacia Ridge 22 7 51040 45 26 
Capalaba S & Rec 225 8 9 47 4923 
Logan City Kings 22 5 51235 4020 
Willowbum 22 4 61226 4818 
Ipswich St Helens Utd 22 4 21619 55 14 
DIVISION THREE 
Westem Suburbs 0 Uni of Qld 
Slacks Creek Redlands United 
Darra United 5 Clairvaux SC Inc 
Newmarket 1 Latrobe Athletic 
Mitchelton 5  Goodna & Districts 
Souths United 3 Annerley Recreation 
TABLE 
PWDLFAP 
Slacks Creek 2117 2 2 70 1153 
Mitchelton 2116 1 4 77 2149 
Newmarket 2114 3 4 42 2045 
Souths United 21106 5 46 2636 
Redlands United 2110 3 8 42 2733 
University of QLD 219 35 9 42 3530 
Darra United 218 6 7 45 3930 
Goodna & Districts 21 7 7 7 29 29 28 
Annerley Recreation 21 5 5 11 34 46 20 
Latrobe Athletic 215 5 1143 6020 
Clairvaux SC Inc 212 11826 81 7 
Western Suburbs 212 01912113 6 
DIVISION FOUR 
Browns Plains 1 Greenbank 0 
Southside Eagles 4 Samford 0 
Ipswich City 0 South Star 5 
Moggill United 8 Pine Hills 0 
Brothers United 2 Bayside United 2 
North Pine United 6 Redcliffe City 3 
TABLES 
PWDLF AP 
South Star 2116 2 3 65 2250 
Moggill United 2116 1 4 63 1249 
Bayside United 2114 2 5 56 30 44 
Southside Eagles 2113 4 4 45 2243 
Brothers United 21123 6 59 4139 
North Pine United 2112 2 7 48 35 38 
Redcliffe City 219 5 7 56 5052 
Samford 217 3:11 38 34 24 
Pine Hills 215 1 15 24 68 16 
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Northern New South Wales 


BEARS-THE BEST! 


Midway through the first Harris said after the match “to but after he got injured a and we battled away, full 

Meee ai seaieas BY DANE SKAFTE pais tighields had their best beat a side like Highfields 2-0 fortnight ago I just kept taking credit must goto Weston, they 

Saturday, August 3 1996 opportunity when Todd was a good result, it was a my chances to score.” deserve to win as well as 

ELIMINATION FINAL (6TH v STH) eston Workers Bears McManus pounced on a ball whole team effort today, the Tressidder said. taking out the minor 
Macquarie Field (Speers Point) have shown that they and his low kick was cleared boys played extremely well A disappointed Wolves premiership. 

AeTGHADE are an o1 ing side after off the line by Weston and the final result indicated coach Steve Bland agreed that The boys will now regroup 

1 Deloraine Eagles their 2-0 win over the defender Jamie Wile. Two _ this. I was pleased with the © Weston were a more physical _and focus on next weeks game 

RESERVE GRADE ‘ Highfield’s Wolves at minutes later Weston way Anthony Richards and side than his team today “I against Hamilton on Sunday, 


Weston Park last Sunday. continued to push forward Dean Howard played, the thought we created chances Bland said.” 
Both sides had so much to after a shot by Craig Beckett majority of our young team 
prove going into the final was knocked away by the — have been playing together for 


..0 Westy Workers Bells... 


round of the NBN competition Wolves defence. , the past eight years and 
QUALIFYING FINAL (ND v GRD) before the semi-finals get | piece ashing the eae ee 
‘ RR under way this weekend. around for an equaliser is one o} st "ve 
Pee SE) ‘The Bears showed plenty and were unlucky not to have seen for a long time.” He 
Hamiton Warriors of commitment against the Cees ie Tula: cae me 
Wolves dominating the attempt at goals was cleage eston striker an 
Miarelios ees Nie 2 tote eg majority of the game with awayby Anthony Rickards, Tressidder finished equal 
Hamilton Warriors, ‘Weston Workers Bears. strikers Ian Tressidder and The Bears went further leading goalscorer with 
(Penatties Hamilton Warriors 3 Weston Workers Bears 6) Neville Smith causing plenty ahead just on the half time Highfield’s Bret MacAuley 
U18s of problems for the Wolves. break whe Tan Teessices and Edgeworth’s Danny 
‘ é defence. Weston took the lead the ball home after a Gordon with fifteen goals. 

Re ed AgRGLA Wea Weal DoT OST Gite ony seven minutes vith good cross by Anthony Tressidder has been happy 
‘TOOHEYS 2ND DIVISION 1a good run by Neville Smith Beckett. with his form this season “1 
FINAL SERIES who knocked the ball across Weston had several knew I had fourteen goals 
Saturday, August 3 1996 from the left with the chances midway through the going into todays game, but I 
eee Highfields keeper Craig second half but only poor continued to focus on the 

: Shanko getting a bad bounce _ finishing and several good importance of this match. a (ge a € 

Beenie Oe eeree With te Ball going into the net saves by Shanko Kept the Earlier during this season it ss 

and the keeper left stranded. score at 2-0. was a two-way battle with Michael Nachakoski: Highfields Wolves utllity player. 


Weston's coach Keith team mate Justin Kavanagh 


Sunday, August 4 1896 


QUALIFYING FINAL (2 v3) 
Blacksmiths Oval (Swansea) 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


BY PHIL MURPHY 


(qr st20nt-half goal fom striker Rod Patterson gave Bulla priceless 1-0 victor over 
“Port Kembla in Sunday's match ofthe round at Ball’s Paddock. 

Ina controversial game, Port Kembla were unlucky to be denied a goal in the first half 
and Bulli had to survive a barrage from the visitors over the final 20 minutes, 

Fullback Dominic Cario appeared to have put Port Kembla ahead afier a quickly taken 
free kick but a linesman had his flag up for offside. 

Bulli grabbed the winner 14 minutes into the second half when Warren Baker whipped 
the ball over from the right, Grant Eadie played it square and Patterson headed past 
goalkeeper Daniel Beltrame. 

‘That goal sparked a protest fram Port Kembla players and supporters and the re-start 
was delayed. 

Bulli bartled against the odds 10 hold onto the three points. 

Goalkeeper lain Gardiner had to be replaced with an injury while three other players 
finished the game limping. 

Both teams showed plenty of commitment and the pace of the game was always hectic. 

Bulli coach John Frew said after the final whistle his players showed great commitment 
buthe would have problems for Saturday's game away to Northern United. 

Midfielder Tan Robinson would be suspended for two games after being booked on 
Sunday. 
qr etsonnie caused the upset ofthe round, pulling off «1-0 home win over leader 

Lysaghts on Friday 

Josh Faulks scored Balgownie's goal to keep them in the hunt for fourth place. 

With Port Kembla having lost, things remain unchanged at the iop and Lysaghts coach 
3. _ TIEAROOKIE OF THE YEAR Casey de Bruin wasn't unduty concerned about the defeat. 

ANNOUNCED ON THE EVENING He said his team played well but just couldn’tfind the net. 
“If we had played badly I would have been upset with that result," De Bruin said. 
4. CROSBIE WARREN 7 SINCLAIR ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR “That certainly wasn't the case and I think we will be back in business against Cringila 
ANNOUNCED ON THE EVENING on Saturday. 
gue Stefanovski was the toast of team-mates after scoring the only goal of the game 
5. 2HD LEADING GOALSCORER OF THE YEAR ‘against Northern United on Saturday night 
ISTDIVISION BRETT MACAULAY of Highfields Wolves Before that win, Cringila had scored just once in seven outings and that was from the 
Lem eee ines {I5GOALS EACH) — TAN TRESSIDDER of Weston Bears penalty spot. 
Te ee = DANNY GORDON of Deloraine Eagles ‘Stefanovski, who has played in the national league with Wollongong City, grabbed his 
ean 2ND DIVISION BERNARD RYAN of Dudley-Redhead goal with eight minutes to-go. 
Competition S (30 GOALS) ae Saturday afternoon, Dapto provided new coach Stuart Beedie with his first 

Maria his GET ORE victory when they got home 2-1 against West-Figtree at Graham Park: Frank Viaovic 
270 games for Neweastle KB disappointing to let Maier go. fad he ios goat ap thine then Frank Baril equalised with a floating cross 

} i - ‘om the left 
Gee ee Hein ech sae uate Fullback Mark Troth deflected the ball into his-own net for Dapto's winner. Beedie took 
national league agreed that he Dut John (Kosmina) has plans over at Dapto after. ‘former boss Barney King resigned two weeks ago. 
seer geao ancl tat he to work withthe yout inthe He said he had been happy with the way hs team defended but there were rough edges 
SE ea py teeter a untianatel Kelp he wanted smoothed out for this weekend, ; 
aie dida’t fit in. with John’s in the other two games, Fernhill upset third-placed Wollongong Olympic 2-0 away 

“Twas told that they wanted selection.” 6D rom home Bloke Montgomery and Son Nehols geting the goals, while Corsi 

gi 3 a win against bottom side Westderra 
hh iprt eae teh. Aeetrucnana ee) Points: Lysaghts 43, Port Kembla 34, Wollongong Olympic 31, Bulli 26, Fernhill 23, 
bated eee neon crunty, (oN Belzoni 22, Dapo 21. Cringe 21, Coniston 2, Wet Fire 18 Northern United 17, 
: : eae erra 12. 
reer an He Neste pe Weekend Draw: Westderra v Balgownie, Lysaghts v Cringila, Northern United v Bulli 
PR ee ets ee merertiiataint a Port Kembla v Fernhill, Dapto v Coniston and West-Figiree v Wollongong Olympic. 
Federation.” first home game against West eb = 


The 32 year old was a Adelaide on Friday October John Kosmina: Is isthe 
member of, the 1982-83 11 witha 7.30pm kickoff. jp lg es 
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continued his duties with the 
under 23 national squad a year 
ihe Northern New South _ later. 

Wales Soccer Federation Maier believed that he had 
will hold their annual played well enough last 
awards presentation night season, in the Ericsson Cup, to 
on Monday August 19 hold his position forthis year. 
commencing at 7.00pm. Breakers publicity officer 

This year's awards will be Shane Johnson said it was 
held again at the quarterdeck 


LIST OF AWARDS 
sive. the Belmont 16 | "NBN PLAYER OF THE YEAR (3 NOMINEES) 


‘The evening will be hosted DANNY BURT of Deloraine Eagles 

bs A z BENN LANE of Hamilton Warriors 

yy well known sports media TEN TRESGIDDEN OSWeRaT 
personality Ross Allan from GELS 
tadio station 2HD. 

There will be several 
outstanding awards presented 
on the evening and officials 
from Soccer Australian Soccer 
NSW and Department of 
Sport and Recreation will 
attend. 

Stalwart Newcastle 
@ areakers defender, 
Ralph Maier has been axed 
from the club and has 


Ralph Maier: Axed by Newcastle Breakers. 


2 TOOHEYS COACH OF THE YEAR 
ANNOUNCED ON THE EVENING 


SUPER LEAGUE 

Bonnyrigg WE v Warringah Dolphins 
Blacktown city v Macarthur Rams 
Central Coast v Parramatta Eagles 
Sutherland Sharks v Illawarra Lions 
Bankstown city v Adamstown Rosebud 
Leidchhardt Tigers v St George Saints 
Rockdale city Suns v Canterbury Berries 
“Forfeit by illawarra 


DIVISION ONE 1st 
Penrith Panthers v Bathurst ‘75 15 
Stanmore Hawks v Sydney Cosmos 1-2 
Auburn Utd v Mt Druitt Town Rangers 5-1 
Ryde City v Dulwich Hill 70 
Mt Pritchard v Belmore Hercules 02 
Hills United v Fairfield Bulls 10 


Sthn Minotaurs v West Wanderers 3-5 


DIVISION TWO 1st 
University of NSW v Granville G/island 1-1 
Parramatta City v concord Juniors 1-4 
Sydney Districts v Greystanes 10 
Prairiewood United v Granville G/istand 1-3 
Alexandria Warriors y Liverpool City 0-0 
Trasandinos v Hurstville On 
AC United v University of NSW Ot 


DIVISION THREE 

Prospect United v Moorebank Sports 
Moorebank Sports v The Wanderers 
Earlwood Hermes v White City 
Gladesville United v Hawkesbury City 
Colo Colo v Sporting SCC 

St Johns Park v Prospect United 
Hakoah v Glebe Wanderers 


DIVISION FOUR 

Marrickville Reds v Sydney University 
CSI Schofield v Angels Liverpool United 
Sydney University v Arncliffe Scots 
Fairfield kings v St Josephs 

Fraser Park v Springwood 

Balmain v Marrickville Reds 

Canley Vale v Lithgow Workmen 


DIVISION FIVE 

Kosciusko v Camden 

AVA United v Mascot Kings 

United Eagles v Gladesville Hornsby 
Maroubra United v AVA United 
Gladesville Hornsby v Nepean Districts 
Camden v United Eagles 

Kosciusko v Mascot Kings 


DIVISION SIX 

Queens Park v NSW Police 
Bossy v UWS Macarthur 
Homenetmen 


DIVISION ONE — WOMEN’S 

St George v Blacktown 

NSW ITC v Sutherland 

NNSW/ITC v St George 

Blacktown v UWS Macarthur 
NSW ITC/Penrith v Macquarie Dist. 


DIVISION TWO. 

Moorebank 1 v Macarthur 1 

St George v Penrith 

Macarthur 1 v Liverpool Olympic 
Bathurst v Moorebank 2 

Sydney United 

Sydney Cosmos 

\llawarra Lions v University of NSW 
Macarthur 2 v Moorebank 1 
“Forfeit to St George 


047 


Demons on the 


SUPER LEAGUE 


e FIRST GRADE 
horns of a dilemma area 
ParramattaEagles 10 6 4 O 15 
SS StGeorge Saints 10 6 3 1 22 
BY BOB BROOKS Sutherland Sharks 10 5 4 4 14 
it. tHlawarra Lions 1096 1 3 20 
BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS 1 Canterbury Benrys 11 4 4 3 10 
eee ener Scie 8129 
ne demise of Blacktown Nine minutes into the whichhadallthe hallmarks of | [eimmarat Tigers 103 2. te 
City Demons continued second stanza the visitors _ frustration. Macarihara 1446 
on Saturday night at the went into the lead. Again it The miss of the night fell to acarthur Rams: 
Gabbie Stadium in blustery was Green who turned the promising youngster Jay Warringah Dolphin 11 2 4 5 11 
conditions. ‘opportunity into triumph as he Anderson, Blacktowncity 10 2 3 5 16 
Macarthur Rams put the slipped a neat chance in by ‘The Demon had an open | Rockdale CitySun 10 2 3 5 14 
Demons to the sword with a the post. goal to put the Dall in from an Adamstown Rosebud10 2 3 5 11 
deserved 2-1 victory, to Three minutes later excellent Boudaher through Central Coast aba be ore 
complete the double, Blacktown’s plight grew pass but amazingly, for such a antral Coast 
The team from _worse as Jeff Doyle received deadly finisher, he hooked it 
Campbelltown, newcomers to. his marching orders for his over the top in the dying 
the top echelon of soccer second yellow card. The minutes, UNDER 21 
competition in NSW and with second was for a late tackle PWODULF 
a team of youngsters, showed = -— ParramattaEagles 10 9 1 0 33 
their elite colleagues how to Sutherland Sharks 10 8 4 4 21 
ere oer canes A ‘ MacarthurRams 11 8 1 2 21 
lacktown got into their t Sains 10 7 1 2 30 
opponents goal area often St George ain 
enough but were denied Blacktown City 1OmGie td) 627, 
reward by an on form David Adamstown Rosebudi0 5 0 5 25 
Hayes in goal and by off Bonnyrigg WiEagle 10 4 3 3 17 
BA richie Calera Berane ited e231 
slung comer from the left was Warringah Dolphin 11 3 3 5 17 
headed off the line by a well Leichhardt Tigess 10 2 2 6 9 
placed Macarthur defender. Rockdale CitySun 10 2 1 7 13 
‘The same happened again in Central Coast Wri ee 
the ae as Glenn Ceppett Bankstown City Gp Boe a 
picked up a short comer an ; 
whipped the ball into the Mawarra Lions = 10 0 2 8 6 
middle, 
Playing with the fierce 
aind Gukiowa fied let FEDERATION DIVISION ONE 
series of long powerful shots 
but they all went to waste. FIRST GRADE 
After sustained carly PWODLEF 
dominance by the Demons, SydneyCosmos 21 13 6 2 47 
Macarthur paiualy found Ryde City 2108 4 41 
their stride and confidence. 
Eddie Clune got a shot in at RE ere ee Aces 
the 22nd minute mark which ills Unit 8 
was competently dealt with by Bathurst ‘75 21996 8 438 
Dragan Papovae in the home ‘Auburn United 2110 5 6 55 
thes Arties Penrith Panthers 219 5 7 42 
uece of individual set 
piece brilliance by Scott Miea Waneeiets eae yh es 
Baillie opened the score sheet Dulwich Hill 216 4 11 23 
in the 32nd. The Demons Stanmore Hawks 21 5 6 10 30 
were awarded a free kick 30 Fairfield Bulls 20.5 5 10 29 
metres out, All the Macarthur Mt Druitt Town 24 5 6 11 25 
ree PRN Mt Pritchard 213 68 12 2 


Positions including a six man 
wall. 

Baillie hit to their left, 
round the edge and found the 
corner of the net despite 
Hayes’ despairing dive, 

Just three minutes before 
half time Macarthur drew 
level. One of their four ex- 
Demon players provided the 
chance. Steve Sweeney raided 
right and put over a precise 
cross to the far side where 
Benn Green was on hand to 
volley into the roof of the net. 


LEADING 
Scorers 


Super LEacuE 
20 N Joseski 
(Bankstown) 
7 E Williams 
(Rockdale) 
15 S Cleary 
(Leichhardt) 
12 Karavatakis 
(St George) 
11 M Ninkovic 
(Bonnyrigg) 
10 S Porter 
(Sutherland) 
10 G Band 
(Sutherland) 


David Hayes: Denied the Demons attack. 


FEDERATION DIVISION TWO 


FIRST GRADE 
NSW SOCCER eas 
Hurstville 2011 5 4 40 22 38 
Greystanes 1911 4 4 39 20 37 
FEDERATION Concord Juniors © 19 10 5 4 45 2) 35 
Sydney District Te) 1a) yc) Su ee BG} 
SUPER LEAGUE Alexandria Warrior 19 9 5 § 42 26 32 
Trasandinos 19 8 4 7 23 29 28 
ROUND 25 Parramatta city 19 8 5 8 23 26 23 
SATURDAY AUGUST 10 AC United 195 6 8 21 28 21 
Canterbury Marrickville v Sutherland Sharks Und of NSW. US Sa ies te 255 20) 
Serbian Centre, 6pm uereoolely a E : ‘a at 3 2 
raitiewoo i a 
Monson mare we Granvile Gisid 19 2 3 14 21 75 9 
Adamstown Oval, 3pm. 
St George Saints y Bankstown City Lions DIVISION ONE — WOMEN’S 
St George Stadium, 3pm 
Illawarra Lions y Leichhardt Tigers FIRST alae é om 
Tan McLellan Park, 3pm pwo A 
Parramatta Eagles v Rockdale City Suns NNSW ITC 1814 39 1 52 11 4145 
Melita Stadium, 3pm Sydney Cosmos 17 12 1 4 49 18 3137 
Macarthur lame GentrallCtart Marconi SC 7 i 3 3 47 17 3036 
sisjnienalipat ahi NSWITC/Penrith 16 10 2 4 43 19 2492 
a 2 - 6 St George 17 8 4 5 45 25 2028 
arringah Der 
ca eee eee comune Mali Sclrenshie (77) dan aime os! 628 
UWS Macarthur 18 6 5 7 23 29 -623 
soc INFORMA GladesvilleRaven 18 3 4 11 16 50 -3413 
CERNSW, 0055 ANON SERVICE Blacktown City 18 1 2 15 11 55 -445 
Max. call cost 75¢/min. — IDS. , Macquarie Dist 18 1 1 16 14 70 -564 
(Higher rate applies with mobile and public phones) 
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Commonwealth Bank 
& Schools 


BILL TURNER CUP 


QUEENSLAND RESULTS 


ROUND 5: Kirwan 3 Tully 1; 
Biloela 5 Mackay 0; Bundaberg 2 
Caloundra 1; Nudgee College 8 
Clontarf Beach 0; St Josephs 
Stanthorpe 2; Stanthorpe State 1; 
Bremer 2-5 The Gap 2-4; Windaroo 
Valley 4 Merrimac 0. 


AREA FINALS: AREA 1: 
Kirwan (Townsville) v Bilora — 
AREA 2: Bundaberg v Nudgee 
College — AREA 3: St Josephs 
Stanthorpe v Bremer (Ipswich) — 
AREA 4: Windaroo Valley v Park 
Ridge/Alexandra Hills, 


AREA FINALS 
Duval 2 Kadina 1, Dubbo 6 


Antipodean Tour of 
South America 


lhe Antipodean 

Schoolboys recently 

returned from their 17 
day tour of Argentina and 
Chile with impressive results 
and many tales of life in South 
America to tell family and 
friends. . 

The squad, coached by NSW 
Schoolboys coach David Jirsa 
and managed by Mark Smith of 
Holy Spirit College, Bellambi, 
boasted a 4-1 win loss record 
against school and club sides 
from Buenos Aires, Mendoza 
and Mar Del Plata, with 16 goals 
for and five against, 

Match results were: 


Antipodeans 3 defeated St 
Andrews Buenos Aires (B) 1 

Antipodeans 3 defeated St 
Andrews Buenos Aires (A) 0 
Antipodeans 6 defeated San 


Jorge Mendoza 0 
Antipodeans 4 defeated Holy 
Trinity Mar del Plata 0 
Quilmas Mar del Plata 4 
defeated Antipodeans 0 

All the games were 
competitive and closer than the 
Scores suggest, with the 
Argentinian sides conceding a 
number of late goals as they 
pushed numbers forward in 
search of an equaliser. 

Similarly the Quilmas side, the 


current Under 16 regional 
champions, were held to 0-0 at 
half-time, and it was due to the 
fact that the Antipodeans were 
backing up only three hours after 
their Holy Trinity game, that the 
locals were able to finish so 
convincingly over the 13 man 
squad of Year 11 students from 
New South Wales. 

All players were praised by 
their coach for the skill and 


discipline they showed, with 


special mention to Newcastle’s 
NSW Schools representative 
striker, Andrew  Folwell, 
goalkeeper Michael Keats from 
Stanmore CYC and midfielder 
Ricky Aguilera from 
Wollongong Wolves Youth side. 
Folwell scored a number of 
spectacular strikes amongst his 
tally of 12 goals on tour, Keats 
was instrumental in thwarting 
many Argentinian attacks whilst 
Aguilera, himself of Chilean 
descent, more than matched the 
silky skills of this opposition. 


SANTIAGO 
RAINED OFF 


Two matches in Santiago were 
unfortunately cancelled due to 
rain, these were replaced by 
indoor six a side games with 
Futsal rules and interchange 
substitutions. 

Here the impressive close 


POLAND FIRST DIVISION 
Gomik Zabrze 2 Legia Warsaw 3 
Ruch Chorzow 3 Odra Wodzislaw 2 
Polonia Warsaw 2 Lech Poznan 1 
Stomil Olsztyn 2 Slask Wroclaw i) 
Hutnik Krakow 2 Wisla Krakow 1) 
LKS Lodz 1 Widzew Lodz 1 
;: Rakow Czestochowa 0 Amica Wronki 1 
Faced Edmund Rice 3 QKs Belchatow 1 Sokol Tychy 3 
z Zaglebie Lubin 4 GKS Katowice 4 
PRE-QUARTER FINALS ‘TABLE 
Holy Cross College 1 Lisarow 0, Sokol Tychy 22005 2 6 
Chris Bros Lewisham 1 Kirrawee 0, Amica Wronki 2,2 0 04 Sh eI" 6 
Pat Bros Fairfield 1 Pat Bros GKS Katowice 2k 110 655 4 
Blacktown 0, Odra Wodzislaw 2G Se 3; 
Hutnik Krakow 2 290 1.3) 26S 
Stomil Olsztyn 2A Oo 1) Ss 2°55 
Slask Wroclaw BPO 1S 25 
Gomik Zabrze ao Gel) As 40S: 
Legia Warsaw 21014 43 
Ruch Chorzow 2401443 
Lech Poznan 2 Sh OPS cS: 9S: 
Polonia Warsaw 21015 43 
Wisla Krakow 2 FT OT W125) 
Zaglebie Lubin 20/0250) 4 542 
Widzew Lodz 2Ole2a0 alt: 
LKS Lodz BOR lel ae | 
Rakow Czestochowa 20021 3 0 
QKS Belchatow QP Om0ez 4:70) 
skills of the South Americans Sa 
proved more difficult to negate Columbus 1 Dallas 2 
than on the full size pitch with New England 2 San Jose ct) 
ie ae as ae se) Washington 2 Kansas City 3 
ant Win In secon 
Highlights of the tour T2mPa Bay Aptos Anges 9 
included sas City 4 New Zealand 2 
* a visit 10 the River Plate v Dallas 5 Colorado 0 
Newell Old Boys match at The New York/New Jersey 4 San Jose a 
River Plate Stadium Washington DC. 2 Columbus 0 
AUSTRIA FIRST DIVISION 
* a tour of the Catolica 
este Stadium (one of FC Linz O Austria Wien 1 
0's premiere teams) and Ried 1 FC Tirol 2h 
ae on one of their outdoor Admira/Wacker 2 GAK 2 
sy AES Sturm Graz 0 SV Salzburg C) 
* Fy TABLE 
ta eee stacular HBR AcTOSS Fe sol innsbruck 2200 4 1 6 
Austria Wien 2200426 
* the hospitality shown by the SV Salzburg eo Pe ak es 
billeting families who were keen gaK 2°70 2.0.3 35 2 
inlet the aueses the Desi SE roid Wien PO ikoen A 
ey a Linzer ASK 1010001 
* the number of attractive Sturm Graz pyaty ES yew al 
Sreentinien schoolgirls wae Admira/Wacker Rao 2) au al! 
were keen to practice their ? 
English and exchange addresses a 2 2 ‘ ss ; H i 
with our more than willing boys 
Due to the success of this tour, KOMANIA FIRST DIVISION. 


South America is the destination: 
for 1997. 

Any boy wishing to register 
his interest to tour can phone 
Mark de Carvalho on (02) 9413 
1843. 


Picture taken at the foothills of the Andes 


Back left ), 
ron Pen es pal sat Liar 


Nowra, Mark Smith, y Sore 
Front row (I to r): Patrick Flynn, Chevalier Coll 


4 


i, Mark 
lege, Bowral, Gary De wept co 
Anthony Bevan, St Patrick's, Sutherland, Adrian Daniels ‘tae ewe, haa, High, 
Andrew Folwell, Newcastle Grammar, Steven, Collier Melbourne 
Absent: Ricky Aguilera, Holy Spirit, Bellambi. 


erp ee 

tier nb tir Bowral, David Jirsa, Jannall High, John 
Michael Keats, Jannall High, ee en 

larval, St soseph's Alon Park 
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F.C. Nat Bucharest © 1 AS Bacau 0 
F.C. Chindia Tirgoviste 1 C Piatra Neamt 0 
Steaua Bucharest 2 Otelul Galati 1 
Jiul Petrosani 4 Sportul Studentesc 1 
Dinamo Bucharest 3 Gloria Bistrita 0 
F.C. Arges Pitesti 0 F.C, Petrolul PloiestiO 
Universitatea Craiova 5 F.C. Brasov 0 
Politehnica Timisoara 0 F.C. Farul ConstantaO 


Universitatea Cluj 2 Rapid Bucharest 2 
TABLE 
UniversitateaCraiova 1 1005 0 5 
diul Petrosani Le LO -Aawy 5: 
Dinamo Bucharest 11003 0 3 
Steaua Bucharest Ls ORG) 25) 
F.C. NatBuchaest 1 1001 0 35 
F.C, Chindia Tirgoviste1 1001 0 3 
Universitatea Cluj il 18) le TD 
Rapid Bucharest aap iO) .2) 2°} 
F.C. Arges Dacia Pitestil 0 10 0 0 1 
FC. Petrol Ploiesi 10 100 0 1 
Politehnica Timisoara 10100 0 1 
F.C. FarulConstanta 10100 0 1 
Ceahlau! PiatraNeamt 1 0 010 1 0 
AS. Bacau 7 OOM Op 1 6 
Otelul Galati TOpC.1 #2; .0 
Gloria Bistrita LAOLOr INO Se iG 
Sportul Studentesc 1001 1 4 0 
F.C. Brasov de {0'-0' A) OF 5.10 
SCOTTISH LEAGUE CUP 
FIRST ROUND 
Albion 4 Arbroath i) 
Ayr 5 Livingston 2 


Brechin 3 Montrose 0 
Clyde 1 Inverness Thistle 0 (after extra time. 
score at 90 minutes 0-0) 

Cowdenbeath 1 Forfar 2 (after extra time. 
score at 90 minutes 1-1) 

East Stirling 1 Alloa 5 
Queen’s Park 3 Ross County | (after extra 
time. score at 90 minutes 1-1) 

Stranraer 2 Queen of South 0 


SECOND KOUND DRAW 
Partick Thistle v Forfar Athletic, Queen’s Park v 
Aberdeen, Greenock Morton v Hamilton, 
Airdrie v Raith Rovers, St Mirren v Berwick 
Rangers, East Fife v St Johnstone, Dundee v 
Dumbarton, Stranraer v Dunfermline, 
Kilmamock v Ayr Utd, Stirling Albion v Dundee 
Utd, Motherwell v Alloa Athletic, Clyde v Celtic, 
Falkirk v Albion Rovers, Brechin City v 
Hibernian, Hearts v Stenhousemuir, Clydebank 
v Rangers 
Ties to be played August 13/14 


RUSSIA PREMIER 
Rostelmash Rostov 2 Torpedo Moscow 2 
Zenit St Petersburg 1 Dynamo Moscow 0 
Alania Viadikavkaz 2 Spartak Moscow 2 
Baltika Kaliningrad 5 K Sovetov Samara 0 
C Novorossiisk 5 L Nizhny Novgorod 0 
Lokomotiv Moscow 1 T Kamyshin oO 

TABLE 
Alania Viadikavkaz 2114 4 3 40 2046 
Spartak Moscow 20125 3 58 1641 
Rotor Volgograd 18115 2 29 1238 
Dynamo Moscow 20107 3 51 1637 
CSKA Moscow 1910 5 4 20 1035 
LNizhny Novgorod 19 9 2 8 19 2629 
Zenit St Petersburg 19 8 4 7 20 18 28 
Lokomotiv Moscow 19 7 7 5 21 1528 
Torpedo Moscow 207 7 6 24 2428 
Baltika Kaliningrad §=6919 6 7 6 25 2125 
Rostelmash Rostov 19 6 6 7 36 31 24 
Kryla Sovetov Samara 19 5 7 7 13 20 22 
C Novorosslisk 20 5 5 1020 29 20 
Zhemchuzhina Sochi 19 5 4 1017 3219 
K Naberezhnye Chelnyl9 4 3 1218 35315 
Lada Togliatti 1835109 2614 
U Yekaterinburg 18 2 51116 3311 
Te Kamyshin 19 1 81110 2211 
UEFA SECOND 
PRELIMINARY ROUND 
Kosice (Slovakia) v Celtic (Scotland) 


Legia Warsaw (Poland) v Haka RY (Finland) 
Rapid Bucharest (Romania) v Sofia (Bulgaria) 
Sliema Wanderers (Malta) v Odense (Denmark) 
Heraklis Thessaloniki (Greece) v Apoel Nicosia 
(Cyprus) 

Zagreb (Croatia) v Spartak Moscow (Russia) 
Partizan Belgrade (Yugoslavia) v National 
Bucharest (Romania) 

Dynamo Tbilisi (Georgia) v Molde (Norway) 
Lyngby (Denmark) v Mura (Slovenia) 
Halmstads (Sweden) v Vardar (Macedonia) 
Dynamo Moscow (Russia) v Jazz (Finland) 
Zalgiris Vilnius (Lithuania) v Aberdeen 
(Scotland) 

Budapest Vasutas (Hungary) v Barry Town. 
(Wales) 

Helsingborgs (Sweden) v Dynamo-95 Minsk 
(Belarus) 

Hajduk Split (Croatia) v Torpedo Moscow ' 
(Russia) 

Aarau (Switzerland) v Lantana (Estonia) 
Dynamo Minsk (Belarus) v Besiktas JK (Turkey) 
HJK Helsinki (Finland) v Chemomorets Odessa 
(Ukraine) 

Casino Graz (Austria) v Vojvodina (Yugoslavia) 
Neuchatel (Swtizerland) v Anorthosis (Cyprus) 
Sigma Olomouc (Czech Republic) v Hutnik 
Krakow (Poland) 

Akrances (Iceland) v CSKA Moscow (Russia) 
Tirol Innesbruck (Austria) v Slavia Sofia 
(Bulgaria) 

Slovan Bratislava (Slovakia) v Trabzonspor 
(Turkey) 

Skonto (latvia) v Malmo (Sweden) 

Beitar Jerusalem (Israel) v Bodo (Morway) 
Matches to be played on August 6 and 20. 


hen Lebanon hosted an Asian qualifying 

tournament for the 1994 World Cup in Beirut in 

ie May es bteet alae! World Order" for 
country in general and for in particular. 

For 15 years, from 1975, the country had been filled with 
civil war, hate and betrayal, yet football was reuniting the 
people and bringing together two lost generations for a 
common cause. 

Football in Lebanon has a long history. According to the 
book "College" published in 1910 by the American 
University of Beirut, the game was spread at the end of the 
Ottoman reign, in 1908 to be precise, by American 
University aden, 

‘The first official football friendly took place on May 9, 
1910, between American University and a team selected from 
the British frigate "Durham". The university students won 2- 
1 


The first World War put an end to football activities until 
1924, after which the Universite Saint Joseph, founded by 
French emissaries, created their own football team to 
challenge the supremacy of the American University 
students, This marked the beginning of the Francophone- 
Anglophone rivalry prevalent throughout the country at all 
levels. 

Next came the formation of the Union Sportive de 
Beyrouth, Jesus Circle, Sporting Club and Al Nahda in 
Greater Beirut; with the enormous support of football 
fanatics, no fewer than 28 clubs were founded outside the 
capital to challenge the big city sides. 

March 22, 1933, was a day to remember, marking the 
sreation of the Lebanese football federation after a meeting 
of 13 clubs. 

The first league title was held in 1933-34 and involved 
aine clubs. Al Nahda were the inaugural champions after 


hammering Railways and Port (Sika) 7-1 in the play-off. A 
further 12 sides contested the second division and Al Salam 
emerged as champions, beating Ararat, from the Armenian 
community 2-0. 

In 16 championships between 1944 and 1969, Homentmen 
(seven) and Homenmen (four) won the league 11 times 
between them and provided the bulk of the national team 
stars, such as Khoren Akbayan, Mardik Torossian and Apo 
Sarkisian. 

Ansar are undoubtedly the most powerful post-war club, 
with seven consecutive league titles and six FA Cups in the 
past seven seasons. 

Football in Lebanon is semi-professional but officials hope 
to have a fully professional structure in place within five 

jears. 
yeh cosmopolitan nature of Lebanon is creating a pleasant 
footballing environment for players from Sierra Leone, 
Ghana, Nigeria, Liberia, Ukraine, Armenia, Croatia, Egypt, 
Syria and Iraq, while the national team is now under the 
control of Welshman Terry Yorath, formerly of Leeds 
United, Coventry City and a Wales international. 


Other developments include the building of a 60,000- 
capacity stadium in a new Sports City in Beirut, ready for the 
Pan-Arab Games in September 1996, to pave the way fora 
more peaceful future. 

The end of the Gulf War heralded the birth of a New 
World Order. Now it is up to the Country of the Cedars, 
kinown in the 60s and early 70s as the Switzerland of the 
Orient, to generate a New World football order. 

Two wins over Turkmenistan in the opening rounds of 
Group 10 of the Asian Cup qualifying tournament, meant that 

“they were honoured by their Confederation by being made 

Team of the Month for May. 


Finals in France, on October 9. 


UEFA Group 1 has five nations competing. They are Denmark, 


Greece, Slovenia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia. 


¥ Croati 


Croatia start their quest for participation in the 1998 World Cup 


10.09.97 Denmark — Croatia 


Bosnia-Herzegovina host Croatia on the second Wednesday in 


October. A month later, in Zagreb, Greece take the short journey 


north for what should be an intriguing contest. 


The final game in the group is on October 11, 1997 when Slovenia 


are he’ <> to Croatia. 


Full draw for Group 1 — UEFA 


24.04.96 Greece — Slovenia 2-0 
01.09.96 Greece — Bosnia-Herzegovina 
01.09.96 Slovenia —- Denmark 

09.10.96 Denmark — Greece 

09.10.96 Bosnia-Herzegovina — Croatia 
10.11.96 Croatia — Greece 

29.03.97 Croatia — Denmark 

02.04.97 Croatia — Slovenia 

02.04.97 Bosnia-Herzegovina — Greece 
30.04.97 Denmark — Slovenia 

30.04.97 Greece — Croatia 

08.06.97 Denmark — Bosnia-Herzegovina 


Allen Boksic; Vital part to play In Croatia's France 98 
campaign. 
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Donadoni 
pushes NY-NJ 


Roberto Donadoni had a hand in the first three goals last week 
to lift New York-New Jersey MetroStars to a 4-1 victory over 
the San Jose Clash in Major League Soccer. 

Peter Vermes put the MetroStars ahead 2-1 in the 51st minute 
with a powerful left-footed shot from the edge of the penalty 
area, 

‘Vermes’ goal, his first of the season, came off a cross from 
Donadoni, who had taken a short comer from Tab Ramos. 

The victory before 21,212 at Giants stadium was the second 
in four days for the Metrostars over the Clash, 

San Jose, which had two player sent off, lost to the 
MetroStars 1-0 at home on Wednesday. 

Rob Johnson’s glancing header off Donadoni’s cross had put 
the Metrostars ahead in the 36th. 

Eric Wynalda levelled the scores three minutes later with a 
penalty. It followed a hand ball by Nicola Caricola. 

AJ Wood added a goal in the 80th minute when he ran onto a 
long Donaldoni pass and scored with a low shot. Rhett Harty 
scored in the 88th. 

San Jose defender, John Doyle was dismissed in the 43rd 
minnte with forward, Eddie Lewis followed in the 81st. 


UEFA last week suspended Azesbaijani player Ayidin Alekberov for 
hie affer be spat onan opponent in the preliminary round of the 
‘A 


Alekberov's Nefichi Baku teammate Rasim Abusey, sent off in the 
second leg against Lokomotiv Sofia, was banned for four games, while 
coach Asif Alievl was barred from the touchline for two matches for 
insulting the referee. 

French side Strasbourg was fined $10,000 for their bad behaviour in 
Basi pes eset COPA Sofia PC Leash) a 

Strasbourg players were also suspended — Valerien Ismael 
matches), Jean-Luc Dogon, a member of the Bordeaux side that reached 
the 1996 UEFA Cup Final, and David Zitelli (1 match). 


Papin bound for 
Bordeaux 


French striker Jean-Pierre Papin said last week he 
was leaving Bayern Munich to join French first 
division club Bordeaux. E 

“The deal is done, we only have to os Wy 
sign it,” he told journalists before flying 
to France, 

Papin, 32, will sign a two-year 
contract with Bordeaux, who will pay 
Bayern $A874,925, 

“T had a bad year with coach Otto 
Rehhagel who did not trust me,” Papin 
said in explanation of his decision to 
move from Bayern, = - 

Papin joined the Bavarian club two years ago from Italy's 
AC Milan. He had a year left to run on his contract with the 
German side. 


am Corner 
By John Viskovich 


20.08.97 Bosnia-Herzegovina — Denmark 
06.09.97 Croatia — Bosnia-Herzegovina 


11.10.97 Greece — Denmark 
11.10.97 Slovenia — Croatia 


10.09.97 Bosnia-Herzegovina — Slovenia 


Croatia team including oie Bilic, Vucevic, Pavlicic & 


SWITZERLAND 
LOSE ANOTHER 
COACH 


‘Artur Jorge, the man 
expected to lead Switzerland 
into the 1998 World Cup, 
was released from his 
contract as coach of the 
national team last week, less 
than a month before its first 
qualifying match. 

According to a report from 
Swiss Sports Information, the 
parting was amicable and by 
mutual agreement ending 
months of speculation and 
rumour. 

The move frees Jorge to 
return home to his native 
Portugal where it is reported 
he has signed on as manager 
of his country’s national 
team. 

Jorge’s departure occurs 
just seven months after taking 
over the Swiss coaching 
duties from Roy Hodgson 
and only four weeks before 
Switzerland’s first World 
Cup qualifying match against 
Azerbaijan in Baku. 


HAGI TROTS 
OFF TO 
TURKEY 


Romania’s 31 year old 
Gheorghe Hagi has signed a 
three-year contract with 
Turkish club Galatasaray 
Istanbul, his agent said. 
“Hagi has signed a very 
advantageous contract with 
Galatasaray Istanbul,” his 
agent Ioan Becali told 
Reuters by telephone from 
Istanbul, without giving a 


igure. 

But Turkish soccer 
journalists said the Romanian 
attacking midfielder would 
get $Ai.7 million a year with 
his new side. 

Hagi, who won his 100th 
cap for Romania during the 
European Championships 
completed his two-year 
contract with Barcelona 
earlier last month, 


= 
oh 
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PREMIER LEAGUE LADDER 


FIRSTS 

PW ODL FA PT 
Heidelberg Utd 24 15-5 4 58 26 50 
AltonaGate 24 16 2 6 55 25 50 
SunshineGX 23 15 3 5 35 24 48 
Bentleigh Green 24 14 4 6 44 28 46 
Thomastown Zeb24 13 6 5 45 30 45 
Green Gully 24 10 10 4 41 29 40 
PortMelboume 24 10 8 6 S4 39 38 
Bulleen 3 8 7 8 3135 31 
North Geelong 24 8 5 11 27 40 29 
Box Hill Inter 24 5 5 14 26 52 20 
Albion % 4 6 14 3 40 18 
StAlbas 24 4 «5:15 27 47:«17 
Fawkner 4 4 5°15 21 46 17 
Springvale City 24 3 5 16 27 53 14 

RESERVES 
PW ODL FA PT 
Heidelberg Utd 22 16 0 6 67 40 48 
Thomastown 22 14 4 4 53 20 46 
PortMelboume 24 13 6 5 50 27 45 
Bullen Bid 27 $8 29 44 
Bentleigh Green 22 12 3 7 54 46 39 
SunshineGX. 22 9 9 4 42 34 36 
Green Gully 23 5.9 43 36 32 
Fawkner 2 8 4 10 34 48 28 
AltonaGate 23 8 3 12 43 52 27 
Box HillInter 22 7 5 10 37 45 26 
Springvale City 24 6 7 11 48 51 25 
StAlbms 2 5 7 11 2% 40 2 
Albion 4 6 216.37 75 2 
North Geelong 24 3 3 18 23 72 12 
TATE LEA N41 
PW ODL FA Pr 
Sp White Eagles 19 13° 3 3 41 18 42 
PresionLions 20 11 6 3 31 14 39 
West Suburbs 20 11 5 4 27 16 38 
KingsCity 20 8 10 2 2720 34 
Richmond 19:8 «9-2 36 24 33 
LalorUid = 20:95 6 SL M32 
C’'donCityDons20 8 6 6 38 22 30 
Moorabbin City 19 7 5 7 22 24 26 
Werribee City 20 7 4 9 28 24 25 
Westgate 2 5 6 9 32 41 21 
Don'ster Rovers 20 4 8 8 24 30 20 
Northcote City 18 3 5 10 15 31 14 
Broadmeadows 19 4 2 13 20 49 14 
Glen BiraCity 20 1 217 12 57 $5 

RESERVES 
PWODLFEA Pr 
Preston 6 13 12 43 14 40 
Werribee City 19 12 4 3 39 26 40 
Moonbbin City 18 10 5 3 45 20 35 
Croydon City 19 11 2 6 43 26 35 
Don’ster Rovers 20 11 2 7 43 31 35 
Richmond 16 10 3 3 31 16 33 
KingsCity 20 9 3 8 47 33 30 
Lalor United 19 8 1 10 43 34 25 
Sp White Eagles 18 7 1 10 45 40 22 
West Suburbs 17 5 2 10 33 44 17 
Glen EiraCity 20 5 2 13 25 56 17 
NortheCity 16 5 1 10 16 49 16 
Westgate 1 4 014 15 51 12 
Broadmeadows 16 2 1 13 15 43 7 

TA 

FIRSTS 
PW DL FA Pr 
Westvale 2017 12 77:21 49 
Sth Dandenong 20 12 3 5 48 27 39 
AltonaEast 20 11 5 4 39 24 38 
AltonaCity 19 10 3 6 37 19 33 
Waverley City 20 9 4 7 46 42 31 
Frankston Pines 20 7 7 6 29 26 28 
Ess Brun Royals 20 7 7 6 20 21 28 
KnoxCity 20 6 7 7 28 37 25 
EastRichmond 19 6 5 8 32 29 23 
Regent Bulla 20 4 9 7 20 34 21 
Oakland 20 3 8 9 20 48 «17 
Bell Park 9 4 41 19 31 16 


Nunawading City20 3 6 11 19 54 
Mooroolbark 19 3 3 13 24 45 12 
RESERVES 

Pe Wir D *L= Ek eee 
Frankston Pines 18 14 2 2 41 15 44 
Ess Brun Royals 20 11 4 5 50 20 37 
Altona City 18 12 0 6 45 27 36 
Waverley City 19 1] 1 7 55 34 34 
EastRichmond 19 7 6 6 32 27 27 
Westvale 28 S 27) 3k cSkend 
Knox City Oi amas ens Ske 26h 
Oakland 0 8 Tl 241 3 
Mooroolbark 17 6 6 5 31 33 24 
Regent Bulla 19 8 O Il 36 53 24 
Altona East 196, cS a8ig ode 37 mer23: 
Nunawading Cityl9 5 3 11 40 46 18 
SthDandenong 19 5 3 11 33 Sl 18 
Bell Park ~92sS2¢4 8 U 


DL F 

Frankston © -20:«*IS-s 23 T2447 
Ringwood City 19 11 $ 3 33 17 38 
Crnboume 20 11 4 5 35 2 37 
Sth Springvale 19 11 3 5 46 24 36 
DiaValleyUid 19 11 2 6 27 % 35 
FitzroyCity 18 8 4 6 35 23 28 
SthCaulfield 20 9 2 9 39 39 26 
Pascoe Vale 19 7 4 8 23 28 25 
SthWeribee 19 6 6 7 38 38 24 
MelbCity 20 5 6 9 29 34 21 
KeilorEagks 20 4 7 9 16 27 19 
Banyule 20 4°79 6 4 19 
Chelsea 2 3 5 12 27:76 14 
Clifton Hil 19 1 3 15 12 3° 6 

RESERVES 
PW ODL FA PT 
Ringwood City 19 16 1 2 69 15 49 
Cranboume 20 15 3 2 81 16 48 
KeilorEagls 19 14 3 2 52 19 45 
Dia Valley Utd 19 10 3 6 52 31 33 
Sth Springvale 17 10 2 5 46 21 32 
FitzroyCity 19 9 $ $ 47 37 32 
Frankston 19 8 47 6 37 2 
Melb City 197 57 35 31 26 
Pascoe Vale 19 7 1 1 33 45 22 
SthWerbee 18 6 3 9 38 64 21 
Banyule 19 4 3 12 38 67 15 
SthCaulfield 19 4 $ 10 23 36 14 
Chelsea 2211723 8 7 
Cifton Hil 18 0 117 6 1S 1 

TA 

DL A ?T 
Yarraville 19 14 3.2 44 18 45 
Geelong 2 11°72 44 25 40 
SunHeights 20 12 2 6 42 22 38 
Nth Coburg Utd 20 12 2 6 49 33 38 
Stonnington 20 11 3 6 41 25 36 
Lalor 19 8 4 7 3628 2 
Sunbury Ud 20 7 6 7 2% 27 2 
Langwarin 20 7 5 8 41 33 26 
Monbulk 9 6 76 202 25 
SeafordUtd 20 7 2 11 27 38 2 
Moreland City 20 6 3 11 28 39 21 
Corio 2 5 312 23 4% 18 
Williamstown 20 4 5 11 25 40 17 
SandrCiy 19 1 216 12 61 $ 

RESERVES 
PW DL FA PT 
Langwarin 20 15 2 3 71 24 47 
SunburyUtd 20 14 2 4 31 17 44 
SunHeights 19 12 4 3 59 14 40 
Lalor 19 10 6 3 44 27 36 
Stonnington 20 10 3 7 40 29 33 
Nth Coburg Utd 19 10 2 7 53 48 32 
Seaford Utd 20 8 6 6 51 34 30 
Yaraville 18 8 $ 5 42 27 29 
Moreland City 19 7 2 10 33 34 23 
Monbulk 9 5 5 9 21 35 20 
Geelong M4 41223 62 16 


q & 


2 47 


Corio 20 3 61 15 
=f) (SSan'hamCity 19 3 1 15 22 66 10 
U7 Wiliamstown 20 1 4 15 21 69 7 
TP PROV LEAGUE DIVE 
My FIRSTS 
PW DL FA PT 
Keysborough 18 13 1 4 36 14 40 
Geel Rangers 18 12 3 3 50 21 39 
Melton 18 10 5 3 33 15 35 
SthWantima 17 10 2 5 41 22 32 
Sp'vale Condos 16 9 6 1 32 19 30 
NthSunshine 17 8 3 6 32 25 27 
KnoxPak 18 7 3 8 3% 32 24 
MitchamUtd 16 7 1 8 28 28 22 
Mornington 17 6 3 8 19 35 21 
Doveton 5 5 8 2% 2 
Old Scotch-Haw 18 5 3 10 25 23 18 
Glenroy 1 4 5 9 26 36 17 
Ballarat 733397 12 
Heidelberg City 18 1 1 16 10 64 4 
RESERVES 
PWODL EA PT 
KnoxPark 18 10 5 3 46 20 38 
Melton 1% 10 26 34 2 32 
Mitcham Utd 15 9 3 3 47 27 30 
Glenroy 79 35 47 31 30 
Momingion 17 9 3 5 26 29 30 
Nth Sunshine 17 8 3 6 26 2% 27 
Ballarat 1 8 17 029 2 
Sp'vale Condos 15 8 2 5 42 25 23 
GeelRangers 18 6 4 8 31 38 22 
SthWantima 16 4 6 6 22 27 18 
Keysborough 17 4 2 11 29 43 14 
Heidelberg City 16 3. 5 8 19 43 14 
Old Scotch-Haw 16 2 6 8 28 39 12 
Doveion 2 3112 4 9 
PROV LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 
FIRSTS 
PW ODL EA PT 
EndeavourUtd 16 10 5 1 71 17 35 
Croxton 16 1 23 49 2 35 
Lyndale United, 16 10 3 3 44 18 33 
Sth Yarra 169 25 37 3 29 
Brandon Pak 16 9 1 6 32 2% 28 
Hoppers CrossingI8 8 4 6 34 43 28 
BracsideUtd “17 7 4 6 31 27 25 
BerwickCity 17 6 4 7 26 28 2 
BrunswickCity 17 6 3 8 27 28 21 
Meadow Park 16 5 5 6 18 2% 20 
HamptPkUtd 16 3 6 7 23 35 15 
NthGlenroy 18 3 6 9 20 4% 15 
Dandenong 17 4 2 11 16 34 14 
ENunBagls 18 2 1 15 16 62 7 
RESERVES 
PW ODL FA Pr 
Endeavour Utd 16 12 2 2 59 22 38 
Lyndale United 15 11 4 0 S51 11 37 
Dandenong 17:11 «3-3 50 19-36 
BrunswickCity 17 9 4 4 32 21 31 
Meadow Pak 16 7 5 4 32 23 26 
BerwickCity 16 7 3 6 42 34 24 
NthGlenroy 17 6 3 9 25 44 21 
vHamptPkUtd 16 5 4 7 26 30 19 
Croxton 5 28 437 17 
BracsideUtd 16 5 2 9 17 38 17 
Sth Yarra 154 47 2 2% 16 
Hoppers Crossingl6 4 3 9 22 47 15 
ENunEagls 18 4 1 13 20 49 13 
Brandon Park 16 2 2 12 18 48 8 
PROV LEAGUE DIVISION 3 
METRO LEAGUE 
FIRSTS 
PW ODL FA PT 
TempstEagls 15 13 1 1 37 7 40 
Riversb 15°12 3.2 29 11 37 
Ashb 49 23 30:19 29 
Newb-Yalloum 16 7 3 6 45 24 24 
ElwCity 36 4 5 35 23 2 
Parkm 16 5 47 25 23 19 
Keil Utd 5 6 3 6 35 41 18 
Mon Uni 165 3 8 2% 33 18 


BroadmUtd = 15 


FS pena, 12 
Melb UniRangerl6 2 6 8 16 30 12 
Uni Melb Blues 16 3 2 11 23 S51 1 
Ringw Rovers 13 2 2 9 19 47 § 
RESERVES 
PW ODL F A PT 
Newb-Yalloum 16 9 2 5 39 26 29 
TempstEagles 14 8 4 2 32 14 28 
Mon Uni 59 15 37 6 2 
Melb UniRangerl6 7 3 6 35 29 24 
UniMelbBlues 15 7 2 6 32 35 23 
BroadmUtd 15 7 3 5 34 28 21 
Parkm 3.5 26 29 2 17 
Ashb 4527823 7 
Riversd 4 47 3 40 16 
Elw City 1s S$ 0 10 19 42 15 
KeilorUtd 15 4 3 8 26 31 12 
RingwRovers 11 3 2 6 20 34 8 
PROV LEAGUE DIVISION 3 
STH/EAST/CENTRAL LEAGUE 
FIRSTS 
PW ODL FA Pr 
Way. Wanderers 15 12 2 1 38 11 38 
YaraUnited 13 8 3 2 31 21 27 
Thombuy 15 8 1 6 28 26 25 
Noble Park 13 7 3 3 25 13 24 
Flem. Falcons 13 7 3 3 23 14 24 
OakleighUtd 16 6 5 5 26 28 23 
EndeavourHills 15 6 1 8 31 37 19 
Coll'woodCity 15 5 5 5 2 22 17 
CamGr.OldBoysl4 4 1 9 22 31 13 
Ivanhoe United 12 4 2 6 24 22 Il 
East Kew Teen! Cy) 0E) SPiN 
NthCaulfild 14 0 212 9 41 2 
RESERVES 
PW DL FA PT 
Thombury 15 10 3 2 38 19 33 
Flem.Falcons 13 8 3 2 27 18 27 
End.Hills 16 8 3 5 2% 23 27 
Wav. Wanderers 15 7 2 6 38 34 23 
YaraUnited 12 6 1 5 31 27 19 
OakleighUtd 16 5 3 8 29 34 18 
East Kew 45 36 OM 18 
NthCaulfield 14 5 2 7 25 29 17 
NoblePak 13 4 3 6 27 40 15 
Col'woodCity 14 4 S$ § 33 30 14 
Wanhoe United 13 4 1 8 27 34 10 
Cam.GrOldBoysl3 2 3 8 27 35 9 
PROV LEAGUE DIVISION 3 
WEST E 
PW ODL FA Pr 
Sydenham Park 14 12 2 0 80 22 38 
KeonPak 15 10 2 3 36 15 32 
NthReservoir 13 9 3 1 34 19 30 
Darebin United 13 2 1 6 32 24 22 
Whittlesea Utd 14 8 1 5 35 29 22 
Sunshine Park 14 7 16 34 36 22 
Latrobe Uni 14. «6-2-6 «30 27-20 
Northem United 15 4 4 7 23 29 16 
West Preston 15 4 3 8 35 43 15 
Mill Park 54 3.8 2 27 12 
Diamond Valley 16 4 0 12 13 45 9 
Upfield i205 Saas" Sint, 
RESERVES 
PWODL FA PT 
Sydenham Park 16 14 2 0 70 12 44 
NthReservoir 13 9 2 2 58 11 29 
Mill Park 16 8 S33 "30, 2S 28 
Upfield 57 17 36 49 2 
WhittleseaUid 14 7 2 5 31 27 20 
Darebin United 12 5 4 3 35 29 19 
KeonPak 14 5 4 5 30 34 19 
Latrobe Uni. 14 5 3 6 33 24 18 
West Preston 12 4 3 5 24 34 15 
Sunshine Park 14 5 0 9 20 37 15 
NorthemUtd 12 1 O11 15 43 3 
Diamond Valley 14 0 0 14 11 76 3 


Vic Health supports the 


waters Victorian Soccer Federation 


Vie Health 
foundation 


16 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY -- AUGUST 6, 1996 


ABSW (8) 
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. AUSTRALIA 
VICTORIA 


HEA 


PREMIER LEAGUE — ROUND 25 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 11TH, 1996 
(2nds: 1.00pm/tsts: 3.00PM) 


= 


Sunshine Georgies v_ Nth Geelong Warriors 
Pt Melbourne Sharks v Albion Redsoxs 
Bentleigh Greens v Springvale City Vates 
St Albans Saints v Heidelberg United 
Thomastown Zebras  y Fawkner Blues 
Box Hill inter v Altona Magic 
Green Gully Cavaliers v Bulleen Lions 
STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 11TH —RD 21 


Doncaster Rovers v Northcote City 
S'vale Wht Eagles v Westem Suburbs 
Br'Meadows City v Moorabbin City 
Preston Lions v Kingston City 
Richmond v Lalor United 
Westgate v Croydon City 
Glen Eira City v Werribee City 
STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10TH 

Altona City v Sth Dandenong 
Mooroolbark v Oakleigh 
Bell Park v Waverley City 
Westvale v East Richmond 
Regent-Bulla v Ess, Bruns. 

Knox city v Frankston Pines 
Altona East v Nunawading City 

STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE 
ah Worries v paourne 
lingwood City v rant 
Chelsea y Fitzroy City 
Sth Springvale v _ Diamond Valley Utd. 
Danyule City v Sth Caulfield 
Clifton Hill v Melboure City 
Pascoe Vale v Keilor Eagles 
STATE LEAGUE DIVISION FOUR 
Nth Coburg Utd. v Geelong 
Seaford Utd. v Williamstown 
Corio v Sunshine Heights 
Moreland City v ‘Sunbury Utd. 
Stonnington City v Sandringham City 
Monbulk v Yarraville 
Langwarin v Lalor 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION ONE 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 10TH — RD 19 


S'Vale Condors 2 pee 
Momington v ieelong 

Sth Wantima v Old Scotch/Hawt. 
Mitcham Utd, v Keysborough 
Heidelberg City v Doveton 
Glenroy v Ballarat 
Nth Sunshine v Knox Park 

PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 
Meadow Park v Endeavour Utd. 
Berwick City v Croxton 
Lyndale Utd. v Nth Glenroy 
East Nun Eagles v Hoppers Crossing 
Sth Yarra v Brandon Park 
Hampton Park Utd v Dandenong 
Brunswick City v Braeside Utd 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION THREE 
METROPOLITAN 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10TH —RD 17 

T'stowe Eagles v Elwood City 
Riversdale Uni Melb Blues 
Keilor Utd v Newb/Yalloun. 
Ringwood Rovers v Ashburton 
Parkmore v Monash Uni 
Melb. Uni Rangers v Brmeadows Utd. 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION THREE 


SOUTH/EAST/CENTRAL 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11TH 
Flem Falcons v Thornbury 
Noble Park v Wav. Wanderers 
Yarra Utd v Ivanhoe Utd. 
Oakleigh Utd. v Cam. Gr. Old Boys 
Nth. Caulfield v Collingwood City 
Endeavour Hills v East Kew 

PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION THREE 
NORTH/WEST 

Sydenham Park v Upfield 
‘Sunshine Park v West Preston 
Latrobe Uni v Whittlesea Utd. 
Northem Utd v Darebin Utd. 
Nth. Reservoir v Diamond Valley 
Mill Park v Keon Park 


NORTH GEELONG 2 
PORT MELBOURNE 1 
BY ROY HAY 

North Geelong put an end 
to Port Melbourne Sharks 
hopes of reaching the 
Victorian Premier League 
play-offs with a 2-1 win at 
Elcho Park on Sunday. 

North went rampaging 
forward in the first few 
minutes and man of the match 
Ante Deak skipped through 
two tackles and fired the ball 
past ‘keeper Manny Papas, 

Twice Clayton Bell 
stretched to get shots on target 
but pulled them wide, while 
Nick Tsaltas hit the post from 
close range after Joey 
Didulica had blocked the first 
attempt. 

Eventually the Port activity 
produced a goal when Bell’s 
cross was looped over 
Didulica by ‘Nick 
Papadopoulos. 

The Warriors responded 
with great character as Mijo 
Trupkovic and Deak sprinted 
clear again with the later 
showing why he is such a 
great prospect with the 
Coolest of finishing. 

WARRIORS: Joe 
Didulica, Bot (Pannetta — G. 
Saric), Rajher (Sobevski), 
Medved, Cosic, McAuliffe, 
Deak, Dimovski, Trupkovic, 
Skoko, O'Sullivan, 


SHARKS: Papas, 
Latinopoulos (Mitroulas), 
Papadopoulos (Livanopoulos), 
Kyriakopoulos, Hastie 
(Katakyriakos), otis, 
Palamaras, Bell, Duric, 
Tsaltas, Efstathiou, 

FEREE: Alan Contini, 

VOTES: 3 — Deak 


(Warriors); 2 — Joe didulica 
(Warriors); 1 — Bell (Sharks), 


SPRINGVALE 2 


ST ALBANS 2 

BY D. TUFFNELL 
A defensive error ten 
minutes from lime cost the 
Springvale City Vales three 
points in Friday nights clash 

with the St Albans Saints. 
The Vales twice had the 
lead only to be pegged back 
twice as the points that would 
have temporarily taken them 


“out of the relegation zone 


went begging. 

Vince De La Plaza put the 
Vales in front in 23 minutes 
with a superb strike from 20 
yards that caught Marijan 
Vander! out. 

The Saints responded just 
two minutes later with an 
equally impressive shot from 
Tom Pondeljak. 

‘Vunderl was a hero for the 
Saints, particularly in a two 
minute period just after half 
time when he made three 
outstanding saves notably a 
Stinging effort from Andy 


Vargas. 

David Grella managed to 
beat him in the 64th minute 
after Joe Campagna had 
robbed Pondeljak before 
setting off on a solo run and 
releasing Grella whose shot 
went in with the aid of a slight 
deflection, 

Then a mistake in the 80th 
minute let the Saints steal a 


int, 

Sandro Razzi missed what 
appeared to be an easy 
clearance letting veteran 
striker Paul Lewis in who 
easily beat Steve Christov in 
the Vales goal. 

VALES: Christov, Lettieri, 
De La Plaza (Gomez), Razzi, 
V. Grella, Campagna, D. 
Grella, Lancaster, Rep, A. 
Vargas (Carlos), P. Grella. 

SAINTS: Vunderl, 
Grganovic, Razov, M. Colina 
(I. Rados), Magdic, Jolie, 
Gagula, Pondeljak, Markovac 
(Cuze), Movric, Lewis. 

REFEREE: Hossein 
Mal m5 


VOTES: 3 — Campagna 
(Vales); 2 —  Vunderl 
(Saints); 1 — D. Grella 

ales), 


FAWKNER 2 
BOX HILL 1 
BY G. KOUKERIS 

Fawkner Blues capped off a 
significant win over Box Hill 
Inter to keep their relegation 
chances above water in the 
closing stages of the season. 

Box Hill emerging from a 
0-5 thrashing to Heidelberg 
last week went about restoring 
it’s team confidance, Inter’s 
dream were short lived three 
minutes into the game, 

Fawkner captain Tony 
Schipano intercepted a 
defensive error to open the 
Blues account. 

Box Hill's woes continued 
to grow rapidly. In the 14th 
minute, Fawkner midfielder 
Michael Branov controlled the 
heavy ball well to set up Alex 
Stefanovic for a shot on goal, 

A rough encounter with 
Inter goalkeeper Sean Keogh 
earned him a red card. 
Fawkner capitalised from a 
freekick to surge forward 2-0 
and mount pressure on Box 
Hill. 


Tt was not until midway 
through the second half, that 
Box Hill broke it’s goal 
‘drought ¥ia a comer kick that 
found Gary Frezzini in the 
2Ist minute. 

Box Hill hopes were 
revitalised in the closing 
stages of the game. Several 
attempts were made to break 
through for an equaliser, the 
undermanned team found the 
Pressure mounting up against 
ther 


m. 
BLUES: Beattie, 


Vasiliafdis, Tramontana, 
Bordignon, Schipano, Branoy 
(Toprtevski), Minichello, 
Ferla, Mihocic (De Santis), 
Stevanovic. 

INTER: Keogh (sent off), 
Lennon (Tsakiris), Pansino, 
Castro, Dal Ben, Marcen 
(Maratso), — Roodhouse, 
Guscic, Gugulemi, Frezzini, 
chirico (Saleme). 

REFEREE: 


Stacey. 

VOTES: 3 — Bordignon 
(Blues); 2 — Tsakiris (Inter); 
1—Branov (Blues). 


Andrew 


HEIDELBERG 1 


THOMASTOWN 1 
BY N. TZAFERIS 

Premier League glamour 
sides, Heidelberg United 
and Thomastown Zebras, 
slogged out a 1-1 draw on 
a very heavy pitch at 
Olympic village on 
Sunday. 

The two sides failed to 
find any rhythm to their 
play and struggled to string 
a collection of passes 
together on the muddy 
surface. 

West Australian, Bobby 
Despotovski, claimed his 
23rd of the season when he 
got the games opener on 55 
minutes. After receiving an 
i ve Con Boutsianis 
, Despotovski beat 
Maurice Raponi from 
inside the area. 

The Heidelberg lead 
only lasted seventeen 
minutes before Kiwi Harry 
Ngata easily scored after 
Heidelberg shot stopper 
Glenn Clarke failed to hold 
a Klaus Bichler cros, 

The draw between 
Altona and Green Gully 
meant that Heidelberg held 
on to top spot and 
Thomastown still stayed 
five points clear of sixth 
placed Green Gully. 


UNITED: Clarke, 
Tosifidis, Scott, Hasler, 
Despotovski, Koutos, 


Tyrikos (Stefanidis), Fak, 


Boutsianis, Svigos, 
McNicol. 

ZEBRAS: _Raponi, 
Banni (Bichler), 


Angeloyski, Karic, Della 
rocca, Gnjidic (Zinni), 
Tricarico, Mazzini, 
Tacovitti, Boxchini 
(Cracium), Ngata. 

REFEREE: Colin Ellis. 

VOTES: 3 — Ngata 
(Zebraa); 2 — Scott 
(United); 1 — Raponi 
(Zebras). 


ALBION 3 


BENTLEIGH 0 

BY LUKE BUTTIGIEG 

A polished double from 
veteran skipper, Claude 
Lucchesi, helped inspire 
the Albion Redsox to a 
deseryed 3-0 win over 
Bentleigh, enhancing their 
survival chances, 

Both teams had their 
chances in am action- 
packed first _ half, 
especially Albion, who had 
a goal bound Sonny Sevin 
shot cleared off the line by 
Theo Constantinou, 

Carlos Retre opened the 
scoring for the Redsox in 
the 47th minute, rising into 
the air to head home a 
Jamie McMinimee free 
kick. 

Albion continued to 
attack, and were rewarded 


— St Albans Saints 2 (Pondeljak, 
Sulleen Lions v sunshine Ceorgles — match 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 


23 Despotovski (Heidelberg) 
18 Becvinovski (Altona) 

15 Zinni (Thomastown) 

13 Nilo (Sunshine) 


PASCOE VALE SPORTS SCENE 


TOP VOTES 
25 — Alagiozidis (Bentleigh) 
20 — Ngata (Thomastown) 
18 — Cassar (Sunshine) 
Cosic (North Geelong) 
17 — Rusmir (Altona) 
Stojcevski (Bulleen) 
Bell (Port Melbourne) 
15 — Georgiadis (Heidelberg) 
Becvinovski (Altona) 


when a cross from Sevin 
was pushed into the net by 
a sliding Lucchesi 19 
minutes later. 

Leveni Osman cleared a 
certain Bentleigh goal off 
the line a few minutes 
later, before Lucchesi 
headed in his second, from 
4 corner, three minutes 


from time. 

REDSOX: Brian, 
Gurpinar,  Grimaud, 
Lucchesi, Osman, Wilson, 
Donnelly, Collins, 
Patsaman (Retre — 
Carter), McMinimee, Sevin 
(Scrobogna). 

GREENS: Jones, 
Drakos, Constantinou, 
Theoharous, Kotsovolos, 
Kalimeris, Rossios, 
McDonagh, Crivari 
{Argiros), Carrey 
(Christou), Pappetas, 

REFEREE: Vince 
Celestrino. 


VOTES: 3 — Lucchesi 
(Redsox); 2 — Sevin 
(Redsox); 1 — Osman 
(Redsox). 


ALTONA 1 


GREEN GULLY 1 
BY JOHN RIGAS 

Green Gully Cavaliers 
needing a win against 
Altona Magic to stay in the 
tace for a finals berth 
slipped up again and now 
can rule themselyes out of 
contention, 

Green Gully shocked the 
home team faithful when 
they took the lead in the 
33rd minute through rising 
star Vlad, Babic who 
rounded goalkeeper Darren 
McGrath to slot the ball 
home. 

Referee Jim Markovski 
awarded Altona a 
controversial indirect free 
kick in the box, when he 


called for a foul against 
Cavs goalkeeper Chris 
Vella for taking to many 
steps. 

Nick Georgopoulos laid 
the ball off to sharpshooter 
Sash Becvinovski who 
fired past an eleven man 
wall to fevel the ledger. 

Altona should have 
stolen the points in the 
86th minute with an attack 
involving Becvinovski and 
Georgopoulos, 
Becvinovski suplied a 
cross to Georgopoulos who 
was faced with open goal 
but could only manage to 
put his attempt wide. 

Coaches Gary Cole 
(Altona) and Chris Taylor 
(Green Gully) described 
the game as a battle, 
Stating both teams were 
desperate for the points. 

Green Gully in their fast 
two games have to beat 
Bullcen and Sunshie to 
qualify for the finals and 
have to rely on 


Thomastown to lose 
against, Fawkner and 
Altona. 

MAGIC McGrath, 
Tasevski, Atanasovski, 
Bogoevski, Micevski, 
Markoyski, Rusmir, 


Georgopoulos, 
Becvinovski, Petrevski, 
Cvetkovski. 
CAVALIERS: Vella, 
Spiteri, Douglas, Waddell, 
Markovski (Magloyski), 
Suric, Chetcuti, Neceski, 
Babic, Genovski, Scoble 


(Stafrace). 
REFEREE: Jim 
Markovski. 
VOTES: 3 — T. 


Markovski (Magic); 2 — 
Spiteri (Cavaliers); 1 — 
Douglas (Cavaliers). 
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BECKONS 


BY CON STAVROS 


ith Soccer Australia 

seemingly determined 
to extinguish all ethnic links, 
including club national 
colors, how long before one 
of our clubs suddenly 
realises upon a major 
merchandising coup. 

‘The idea of course, floated 
many times here at ABSW, is 
to adopt the strip of 
everybody's second favourite 
team — Brazil. 

With the South Americans 
long standing traditional gold 
and green shirts, blue shorts 
and white socks synonomous 
with success and the playing 
strip extremely appealing to 
the eye, many teams 
throughout the world have 
adopted the colors as an away 
sirip at the very least. 

With perhaps only the 
Juventus black and white 
stripes as familiar worldwide, 
the Brazilian strip is popular 
with both males and females 
and would be an ideal start for 
Soccer Australia’s 
merchandising push. 

Technically it breaches the 
same ethnic colours criteria 
established by the league, but 
it only takes a little fancy 


talking to turn the gold and 
gtreen strip into a symbol of 
Australia. 

Many of the shirts wom by 
teams in the A-League are 
mediocre at present, with the 
Melbourne Knights winning 
the title as the worst in red 
shirts last season that featured 
pink numbers on the back. 

The numbers started the 
season as white, but some 
washing machine problems 
obviously took their toll. 

The Knights kept on 
wearing them through to the 
title game and national 
exposure, 

South Melbourne, are 
famous for changing their 
strip every year, but spent 
most of last season with 
numbers that were unreadable. 

With fans expected to 
Support the new designs with 
cash at the clothing stores, the 
obvious option for clubs is to 
run focus groups with 
supporters and select 
appropriate designs based on 
consumer appeal. 

Let ABSW know your 
thoughts on strip designs for 
your team. More than ever 
this season, the clubs want 
you sporting their colours at 
the games, 


PRE! R IE LADD! 
FIRSTS 

BRR WLD ee Hat Ave aire) 
Heidelberg Utd Pats 42-4 ST/ST sd 
Altona Gate 23 16 1 6 54 24 49 
Sunshine GX BrAS 3 eS) 35 24 48 
Bentleigh Green 23°14 4 5 44 25 46 
Thomastown Zeb 23 «13 5 5 44 29 44 
Green Gully 23 109 4 40 28 39 
Port Melbourne BOI, 8: 5) (53.37 38 
Bulleen Ys Sat ak: Sens anes} 31 
‘North Geelong 2557 2S; AY, 25, 39) 96) 
Box Hill Inter WBS Sta 25 50; 20 
St Albans 2 4 4 1S 25 45 16 


mitre sports 
absolute performance 


These statistics should be read in conjunction with the Greg Blake article in ABSW 


of July 30. 


Current Premier League club's home and away records from 1992 (the first season of Premier League finals football) 
to the end of round 22, 1996. Table does not include finals games. 


(ranking at Home Home 
home) & team ground pid  W D 
(1) Pt Melbourne = Anderson 38 26 9 
Sharks - Reserve 
(2) Heidelberg Olympic "W 7 3 
United Village 
(3) Bulleen Vencio 62 30 23 
Lions @ Club 
(4) Altona Paisley 63 34 15 
Magic # Park 
(5) Sunshine Chaplin 63 32 19 
Georgies * Reserve 
(6) Bentleigh Gardiners 11 6 2 
Greens Reserve 
(7) Nth Geelong — Elcho 64 30 15 
Warriors + Park 
(8) Thomastown _ Partridge 50 19 15 
Zebras /* Reserve 
(9) Green Gully Gr Gully 62 21 23 
Cavaliers Reserve 
(10) Albion Selwyn 63 23 16 
Redsox < Park 
(11) Fawkner Jukes 63 21 18 
Biues > Road 
(12) St Albans Churchill 63 23 " 
Saints * Reserve 
(18) Springvale Ross 50 15 15 
City Vales } Reserve 
(14) Box Hill Wembley 24 8 4 
Inter { Park 


12 


47 


Away 
pid 
36 

n 


64 


ae 


66.7 


47.6 
35.7 
36.0 


35.4 


Note: of the current clubs in the Premier League continuously from 1992 only Green Gully has not had a home game 
shifted from its Gully Reserve-home base. 
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Cole Anger 
Switch 


BY CON STAVROS 


Itona Magic coach 
Gary Cole did not 
ippear to be a happy 


man after learning that his 
committee had decided to 
voluntarily transfer their 
possibly crucial final round 
match against fellow 
finalists Thomastown to 
Connor Reserve. 

Home of State League title 
chasers and former National 
League side Preston Lions, 
Connor Reserve is hosting a 
double header on the final day 
of league play as part of club 
celebrations, 

Preston will take on Lalor 
United in the first match, 
before the Magic clash with 
the Zebras. 

Altona have made a 
financial decision to support 
the event by transferring the 
match against the Zebras 
across town and more 
importantly for Cole away 
from the wide lush turf of 


Paisley Park, 


"It's something I'm not 
happy about. How you would 
give up a home game to play 
away is beyond me,” said 
Cole of the switch. 

“I don't make the final 
decision unfortunately.” 

"It's about making money 
and the club believe they can 
make money by playing the 
game out there. 

"That's not my area. My 
job is to get the players out on 
the park and we'll play and 
welll play well and we'll win, 


Legend: 


we are just not happy about 
ite 

Altona Magic are the 
defending champs and Cole 
admits the only real goal; the 
club could aim for after that 


ago. 

Slipping to fourth would 
mean that Altona may face 
‘Thomastown in the last round 
of the season and then again 
the week after in the cut- 


= 


Gary Cole: Venues for matches not his area. 


triumph was to repeat the 
d 


lose. 

"Our goal at the start of the 
season was to finish in top, 
spot and if you can finish in 
the top three you get the 
double chance." 

Cole remains worried about 
slipping to fourth spot on the 
table despite a gutsy away 
victory over highly rated 
Sunshine just over a week 


throat elimination game. 

"That game is always a 
tough physical encounter, so 
to play Thomastown twice in 
a fortnight is not something 
we want to do," says Cole of 
the possible clash. 

"You have to do the hard 
work and hope you get the 
double chance so if you make 
a mistake you are still in with 
a chance.” 


* Played in Premier League from 1992-1994 as Thomastown. 
~ Port has played two home games at Jukes Road. 
@ Bulleen has played one home game each at Westem Oval, Ross Reserve and 


Wembly Park. 


# Altona has played one home game at the Veneto Club. 
‘ Sunshine has played one home game at Olympic Park. 


+ Nth Geelong has played one home game at Ross Reserve. 
/ Thomastown has played one home game each at Jukes Road and Wembley Park. 
< Albion has played one home game at Paisley Park and five home games at 


Connor Reserve. 


> Fawkner has played one home game each at Olympic Park, Western Oval and 


AndersonReserve. 


{. Box Hill has played one home game at the Veneto Club. 


* St Albans has played one home game each at the Veneto Club, Paisley Park and 


Green Gully Reserve. 


}. Springvale has played one home game each at Paisley Park and the Veneto Club. 
For the record, grounds hosting finals matches in 1992, 1993, 1994 and 1995 


have been: 


Jukes Road (4); Chaplin Reserve (4); Middle Park (3); Paisley Park (3); Anderson 
Reserve (2); Western Oval (2); Connor Reserve (2); Olympic Park (1); Gully Reserve 
(1); Elcho Park (1); Veneto Club (1). 
Over that same period eleven clubs have appeared in the Premier League finals 
series, with the record of games played and hosted as below. 


finals 

finals finals played 

series played at 
club *92-'95 ‘92-95 home 
Bulleen Lions 4 12 °O 
Fawkner Blues 2 6 2 
Sunshine Georgies 3 7 2 
North Geelong 2 5 1 
Port Melbourne 2 6 1 
Brunswick Juve il 3 1 
Preston Lions 1 z 1 
StAlbans Saints 1 if a 
Altona Magic: 2 4 1 
Green Gully Cavs 1 1 0 
Albion Redsox. 1 1 0 


finals 

won total 
at finals 
home hosted 
va 1 

1 4 

2 4 

oO 1 

iv) 2 

i) 2 

1 2 

na Q 

i 3 

na 0O 

na oO 


ABSW (@) 


ttt 
Atlanta 1996 


arly favourites 
USA haye won 
. through to 


become Women’s 
Football's first ever 
Olympic gold 

after defeating a 
determined China 2-1 
in last Thursday’s 
emotional final at 
Sanford Stadium, 

Before a huge crowd 
of 76,481, a record for 
any women’s sport, the 
home side who had also 
been the inaugural World 
Cup Champions, did not 
disappoint. 

Just 19 minutes in, the 
home team were in the 
lead. Midfielder Kristine 
Lilly worked the ball up 
the left flank and sent in 
her cross. Mia Hamm's 
volley was destined for 
goal before Chinese 
‘keeper Gao Hong made a 
desperate lunge to parry 
the ball against the post. 
But the deadly Shannon 
MacMillan was on hand 
to pounce on the crumbs, 
her first time shot her 
third goal of the 
Olympics, 

China hit back to level 
the scores in the 32nd 
minute, Sun Wen taking 
‘on the defence on the left 
before striking at goal 
over the advancing 
goalkeeper  Brjana 
Scrurry. With the keeper 
beaten, defender Brandi 
Chastain took chase but 
was unable to prevent the 
be falling over the goal 


In the thriller, USA 
looked in control for the 
most part, but China also 
impressed with quick 
combinations and 
supporting runs off the 


SA FIRST OLYMPIC 
PIONS 


NO LOVE LOST 
IN SEMIS 


¢ 


The ‘Wall of China’ lines up for a free-kick. 


HA 


ball. 

Fifteen minutes after 
the break, USA appeared 
to step up another notch 
and were rewarded soon 
after. In the 68th minute, 
a Tiffeny Milbrett strike 
broke the deadlock in the 
do or die contest. 

MacMillan this time 
set up the chance with a 
beautiful through ball for 
Joy Fawcett to get in 
behind the Chinese 
defence. From the right 
wing, Fawcett made her 
way towards goal before 
cutting the ball back for 
Milbrett. She needed 
only to tap the close 
range shot past keeper 
Gao, scrambling back 
into position after coming 
off her line to challenge 
Fawcett. 

With the lead back in 
their favour, USA kept 
up their entertaining 
display, China needing to 
soak up a lot of pressure 


to stay in the game. 

But with neither side 
managing to add to their 
tally, the final whistle 
signalled a historic gold 
medal to USA, leaving 
China to settle for the 
silver. 

“We trained all year 
for this and we knew our 
dividends were going to 
come today,” said an 
elated MacMillan. “Not 
one person was going to 
let this team down. 
Everyone out there 
fought with their heart 
and soul.” 

“There’s no word to 
describe how huge this 
is,” said Chastain. This 
game means the world to 
women’s soccer. We're 
so happy we could share 
this with our home crowd 
and the people of the 
world watching the 
Olympics. All we're 
looking to do is get more 
kids and fans involved 


and have people really 
see it for how it is in its 
present form. It is a 
wonderful sport that 
everyone can play and 
participate in.” 

China’s Gao was 
gallant in defeat. “To get 
to this match was all of 
our dreams, It is very 
disappointing that we lost 
though.” 

USA: Briana Scurry, 
Carla Overbeck, Brandi 
Chastain, Joy Fawcett, 
Shannon MacMillan, 
Julie Foudy, Kri 
Lilly, Tisha Venturini, 
Mia Hamn (Carin 
Gararra 90), Michelle 
Akers, Tiffeny Milbrett 
(Tiffany Roberts 71). 

CHINA: Gao Hong, 
Fan Yunjie, Wang Liping 
(Yu Honggi 87), Xie 
Huilin, Zhao Lihong, 
Shui Qingxia, Lui Ailing, 
Sun Qingmei, Liu Ying, 
Sun Wen, Shi Guihong 
(Wei Haiying 70). 


CHINA V BRAZIL 

The two Olympic semi-finals were 
both tough torrid affairs, marred by the 
sending off of three players. 

China asserted early authority in its 
semi against surprise opponent Brazil, 
scoring after just five minutes. Sun 
Qingmei drove her shot past the hapless 
Brazilian goalkeeper Meg from outside 
the box. 

But Brazil, employing roughhouse 
tactics over their smaller opponents 
made the going tough. The more skilful 
and creative Chinese howeyer managed 
to create numerous more scoring 
‘opportunities, 

One such dangerous raid brought the 
worst out of Brazilian Tania as she 
struck out with a crude tackle to the 
midriff of a Chinese attacker. 

Refetee Ingrid Jonsson had no 
hesitation in showing the offender the 
ted card two minutes before the break, 

After the break, the importance of the 
match was illustrated with a second 
expulsion, this time China’s Wen 
Lirong given a straight red. 

Now back with even numbers, Brazil 
persisted and were rewarded for their 
efforts, producing two quick goals to 
tum the game around. Equal top scorer 
Pretinha added to her tally after 67 
minutes, with the creative Roseli 
successful just five minutes later. 

But thie skilful China was not about 
to let its Olympic dream slip by and 
brought themselves back on track. With 
just seven minutes remaining, Wei 
Haiying produced a timely equaliser. 
then amazingly in the last minute, a 
second goal from Wei made her China's 
biggest hero, as she took her country 
info the Olympic final with an inspired 
last ditch spell. 


USA V NORWAY 


Host nation USA were under 
pressure to perform on home soil 
against their biggest rival and current 
World champions Norway. 

The huge crowd were appreciative of 
the talent before them in what they had 
hoped would be the lineup for the gold 
medal match, 

But after 17 minutes, the Americans 
found themselves a goal behind after a 
defensive error, 

A player short at the time with 
defender Brandy Chastain receiving 
treatment on the sideline, Norway stole 
possession for Linda Medalen to easily 
finish off the chance. 

‘The USA had picked up the pace but 
had to wait until the 76th minute before 
finding the equaliser, superstar Michelle 
Akers the scorer from the penalty spot 
after a handball in the box. 

‘The US attack was proving too much 
for the Norwegians, who found 
themselves a player down after Agnete 
Catlsen was shown her second yellow 
card for the match after denying Mia 
Hamm a certain scoring opportunity 
with only the keeper to beat. 

‘The scores remained level at the final 
whistle to send the match into extra 
time. 

With the golden goal rule now in 
force, young substitute Shannon 
MacMillan became the hero after ten 
minutes, her strike eaming the USA a 
shot at the golden medal, much to the 
delight of the parochial crowd, 

Midfielder Julie Foudy took on the 
defence up the right before offloading to 
MacMillan, whose chipped strike 
floated into the top corner of the net. 


NORWAY 


TAKE 
BRONZE 


orway's strikeforce 

Ann Kristin Aarones 
scored two goals to earn 
her country the bronze 
medal against the physical 
Brazil. 

Norway had the match 
under control from the 
opening whistle and were 
far more creative and 
dangerous in attack. 

In the 21st minute, 
Brazilian sweeper Elane 
failed to control the ball, 
allowing sriker Linda 
Medalen in with a sniff. 

Taking on the keeper, 
Medalen ended up at a 
difficult shooting angle, and 
cleverly chipped to Aatones. 
From six metres, she made 
no mistake with her first 
time volley. 

Just three minutes later, 
Aarones, top scorer at last 
year’s World Cup, doubled 
the lead with a spectacular 
curling strike from 18 


metres into the top far 
comer. 

Brazil managed to hit the 
back of the net after 51 
minutes, but the chance was. 
ruled out with a call of 
handball. 

Norway remained 
threatening in attack, but 
some fine work from 
Brazilian keeper Meg kept 
‘Norway to two. 

NORWAY: Nordby, 
Espeseth, Nina Nymark- 
Andersen, Myklebust, Riise, 
Anne Mymark-Andersen, 
Tangeraas, Aarones (Frustol 
90), Pettersen (Haugen 90), 
Medalen, Sandaune. 

BRAZIL: Meg, Suzy, 
Marisa, Sonia (Michael 
Jackson 71), Fanta, Taffarel 
(Katia 46), Elane, Formiga, 
Sissi (Nene 86), Pretnha, 
Roseli, 


Win an Australian 


Women’s Kit by ASICS 


lo —_ celebrate 

Australian 
magnificent recent 
performances _ against 
Japan, and Olympic gold 
and silver medallists USA 
and China, Asics and ABSW 
bring you the chance to win 
something for yourself, 

Get in your entry for a shot 
at winning one of three 
Australian Team Asics strips 
in the latest modem designs. 
The three best entries will win 
a full kit — shirt, shorts and 


our 
Team’s 


socks, 

Tae Asies strip has proved 
more than popular with the 
Australian Team members, 
with the range now extended 
to three designs, 

All three feature the 
AWSA logo in a different and 
striking way. The fashionable 
favourite has been the blue 
and emerald stripe jersey with 
the logo sublimated on the 
fabric through each emerald 
stripe. 
The white version is 


Lisa Casagrande: Sportin mg one of the three Australlan 


Team A: 


anything but plain with its 
Targe centrepiece ‘watermark’ 
logo embossed across the 
front. 

‘The newest addition is the 
gold shirt, a long sleeve jersey 
with a trio of AWSA logos 
emblazoned diagonally down 
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ICS strips . 
the front and the Asics name 
Jogo throughout the material. 

All three will keep you in 
the fashion stakes with the 
grandpa collar finish. 

Even if you're not a winner 
here, you can still get your 
hands on this merchandise. 


Asics are now stocking retail 
sports shops so you can look 
the part as a supporter of 
Australian women’s soccer. In 
Canberra, the gear is available 
at Sportsman’s Warehouse 
and the International Soccer 
Shop. Wherever you are, 
make enquires with your 
favourite sports store. 

For your chance to win, tell 

us who your favourite female 
soccer player is and why. 
Please limit your entry to fifty 
words or less, 
. The three entries judged as 
the best will each win an 
Asics kit — shirt, shorts and 
socks, 

To complete your entry, 
please make sure you add 
your name, telephone number, 
address, and age. 

Entries must be received by 
Friday 23 August 1996 at the 
following mail address;— 

Women’s Writes Asics 
Competition, 

9B/I8 Lucy Street, 

Ashfield NSW 2131. 


S 
QRO 
10h 

Ailanta1996 


WOMEN’S 
SOCCER 
A REAL 


HIT AT 
OLYMPICS 


An American win at the 
sport's first ever Olympic 
appearance is more than a 
fitting end to a hugely 
successful tournament. 

USA, regarded worldwide 
as the greatest team in terms 
of skill and professionalism, 
have done much for the 
current global surge in 
interest in the game. 

The gold medal win here 
will have much greater 
ramifications in the 
marketing and wider 
publicity of women in 
football to the benefit of 
everyone. Despite the great 
strides already made, it is 
clear to all that the 
community at large is yet to 
be educated that females also 
play a fantastic brand of 
soccer. 

A quick glance at the 
crowd statistics for the 
Olympic women’s soccer 
tournament is proof of the 
growing acceptance and 
deserved respect the sport has 
worked to achieve. The tally 
of 76,481 spectators who 
turned out to witness the 
USA v China Olympic final 
is a new world record for a 
women’s match, 

The atmosphere created 
was unbelievable as the 
stadium filled with both men 
and women who had paid up 
to US $130 a seat. 

The fantastic crowd figure 
far and away smashed all 
previous records for the 
sport. At the inaugural World 
Cup in China in 1991, 65,000. 
fans watched the final. It is 
believed 70,000 turned out 
for a friendly between USA 
and a Chinese club side in 
August 1991. 

“Tust listen to them,” said 
star Mia Hamm of the record 
crowd. “They're excited 
about the game. It's 
electrifying to play in front of 
everyone here and everyone 
enjoying themselves — that’s 
what its all about.” 

Over its five Olympic 
matches, the USA Team 
attracted over 232,000 fans. 
As a comparative figure, the 
men’s 1992 Olympic soccer 
in Barcelona drew an overall 
total of 466,300. 


OLYMPIC 
RANKINGS: 


1. USA 

Gold Medal 
. China 
Silver Medal 
Norway 
Bronze Medal 
Brazil 
. Germany 
Sweden 
- Japan 
8. Denmark 


Nous wo 
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% SOUTH AMERICA ® 


— CompPILeD sy Mario ETCHART — 


S 7Ogd 


Diego Armando Maradona (right) is once again the centre of 
attention in Argentina. The polemic and aging soccer star issued a 
new warning to Boca Juniors president Mauricio Macri; keep 
‘outstanding young midfielder Juan Sebastian Veron in the squad 
and buy Velez Sarsfield’s prolific scorer Jose Flores otherwise he 


will leave the club. 


The problem is that Veron, who missed the Argentine Olympic 
team, could be transferred to Italian First Division club Sampdoria 
and Flores already passed the medical examination with his new 
team, Las Palmas, from the Spanish Second Division. 

“If Veron is transferred to Sampdoria and Boca doesn't buy 
said Maradona after the team's 
arrival from China where Boca Juniors played two friendly 
internationals against local teams, winning both matches. 

“I hope Macri will put up the money to keep Veron and bring 
Flores before it is too late. I understand Flores passed the medical 
examination at Las Palmas, but the Spanish club hasn't paid Velez 
Sarfield one cent yet. So we have to move very quickly,” added the 


Flores, I will leave the club,” 


former Argentine national team captain. 


Maradona, who was rumoured to be joining a Japanese J League 
club for a reported $US20 million, denied such a move. 
Meanwhile, Macri announced the signing of Tenerife’s attacking 


3 midfielder Diego Latorre, 
and strikers Sebastian 
Rambert from Inter Milan 
and Silvio Carrario from 
Argentine first division 
‘giant Racing Club. 

Latorre played for Boca 
Juniors before his stint in 
European soccer, and 
Sebastian Rambert was 
one of the Argentine rising 

tars with former 
‘upercup champions 
Independiente before his 
transfer to the Italian club. 

The Argentine league 

] | second phase will resume 
next weekend with Lanus 

ind Velez Sarsfield 

= leading the competition, 


‘one point ahead of Boca Juniors and Gimnasia y Esgrima of La 
Plata, with only three rounds to go. 


Penarol and Independiente 
after Cedres 


Useze international, attacking 
midfielder Gabriel Cedres, who’s 
currently playing for Copa Libertadores 
champion River Plate of Argentina, could 
go back to his former club, Uruguayan 
champion, Penarol of Montevideo, 

According to unofficial sources, Cedres, 
who played in the final of the major 
competition at club level in South America, 
against America of Colombia, and was one 
of the best players on the park, could be left 
out of next season’s squad by River’s 
controversial coach Ramon Diaz. 

‘The sources added that Diaz and Cedres 
never bad a good relationship, and his future 
may be linked to Penarol. 


*Mifielder Nestor Gorosito, who played 
for the last six months with Japanese J 
League club Yokohama Marinos, will return 
to his former club San Lorenzo of 
Argentina. 

*Gorosito, a former Argentine 
international, who played for San Lorenzo 
and went to Japan together with striker 
Alberto Acosta, had a successful campaign 
with Chilean first division team Universidad 
Catolica before moving to Yokohama. 

*Independiente’s coach Humberto 
Grondona, the son of Argentine Football 
Association president Julio Grondona, 
wanted to sign defender Manuel Aguilar and 
striker Miguel Palermo, both from 
Estudantes of La Plata, and midfielder 
Sergio Berti, who currently plays for 
Colombian club America of Cali. 

“Estudiantes asked US$2.3 million for 
the talented Palermo, and the “red devils” 
weren't very keen to pay such amount of 
money. 

Osvaldo Piazza replaced Carlos Bianchi 
as coach of Argentine champions Velez 
Sarsfield until the end of the current season. 
Bianchi is the new manager of Italian club 
AC Roma, 

*In the last two months Velez not only 
lost its coach but also two of its most 
influential players: talented defender 
Roberto Tiotta, who went to AC Roma with 
Bianchi, and Jose Flores to Las Palmas, 

*After another unsuccessful season, 
Racing Club could have a new coach. 
Miguel Brindisi, who failed to guide the 
team to win the Argentine soccer league, 
may leave the club at the end of the 
tournament. His replacement...1994 
Argentine World Cup coach Alfio Basile. 

*Brindisi has an offer to take over the 
coaching position with Ecuadorean club 


20 


Penarol’s president, Jose Damiani, who 
travelled to Buenos Aires to have 
discussions with River Plate officials 
showed great interest in having Cedres back 
in his team. 

Cedres scored Uruguay’s only goal 
against Colombia, in Barranquilla for the 
South American 1998 World Cup qualifying 
rounds, when the Uruguayans lost 3-1, The 
player said that if Ramon Diaz decides not 
to keep him he will be very happy to go 
back to his former club. 

“T would like to continue my career with 
River Plate, but if Diaz doesn’t want me I 
will be happy to play for Penarol. It will be 
an honour to go back to the club who gave 
me the opportunity to be somebody in 


Barcelona, 

*Union of Santa Fe won promotion to the 
Argentine first division after its 3-1 victory 
over Instituto of Cordoba. 

*One of the greatest players of all times, 
Alfredo Di Stefano, celebrated his 70th 
birthday recently. 

*Di Stefano, the “blond arrow”, played 
for Argentine club River Plate from 1947 to 
1949, Millionarios of Colombia from 1949 
to 1952, and Real Madrid from 1953 and 
1962, winning with the Spanish big gun six 
European club championships and one Inter 
Continental Cup. 

*In 1956 the prestigious soccer magazine 
“France Football” named Di Stefano 
“Player of the Year.” 

*Former Colombian international striker 
Alberio Uzuriaga, who is currently playing 
for Ecuadoriean first division club 
Barcelona of Guayaquil could return to 
Independiente of Argentina instead of going 


to Botafogo of Brazil. 


*The match between Chile and Argentina 
for the South American 1998 World Cup 
qualifying rounds, scheduled for September 
1997 will be played at the Chilean city of 
Calama, instead of Santiago's national 
stadium. The reason...the altitude, 

*Argentina performed badly against 
Ecuador in Quito, 2,800 metres above sea 
level, and Calama’s is 2,200 metres above 
sea level. 

*Leonardo Rodriguez, the former 
Argentine international midfielder, who is 
having a great season with Chilean 
champion Universidad of Chile, could be 
recalled by Passarella for the match against 
Paraguay, next September 1, 

*Rodriguez was a member of the 
Argentine squad, winner of the 1991 and 

1993 Copa America, and played in the 1994 
World Cup in USA. 

*Former Brazilian national team star 

Zico, said after Brazil’s surprising defeat by 


football,” said Cedres. 

However, another club interested in 
Cedres is none other than Independiente of 
Argentina, The “red devils” are looking for 
a striker or an attacking midfielder to 
strengthen its squad for next season, 

Independiente offered River Plate 
$US900,000 for half of Cedres transfer fee 
and if the club wants to keep him, after one 
year, it will have to pay another 

The final decision about Cedres’ destiny 
will be known in the next few days, after 
meetings between River Plate officials and 
the two clubs interested in the skilful 
footballer. 


Nigeria in the semi-finals of the Olympic 
Games, that Zagalo’s team lacked the 
leadership qualities of a player like 
Romario. 

*"A team like Brazil, leading 3-1 
midway through the second half, can’t allow 
the opposition to take control of the match. 
Tt was incredible to go down in “sudden 
death” without spirit and determination. I 
still don’t believe it,” said Zico, 

*"If we had a player with a strong 
character and personality like Romario, we 


DERBY 


niversidad of Chile, winner of 

the Chilean national football 
league for the last two years, 
defeated arch-rival Colo Colo, 1-0, in 
the local derby, played at Santiago’s 
National Stadium in front of a crowd 
of 65,000. 

The only goal of the match was 
scored by striker Rodrigo Goldberg in 
the 67th minute. 

Universidad, coached by former 
Argentine international Miguel Russo, 
dominated the encounter for most of 
the game taking advantage of Colo 
Colo’s mistakes in midfield and 
creating several chances to score. The 
heroics of goalkeeper Marcelo 
Ramirez prevented Colo Colo being 


swamped. 

UNIVERSIDAD OF CHILE: 
Vargas, C. Castaneda; Traverso, Romero, 
Ponce, Musrri, V. Castaneda (J. Ramirez 
72), Acevello (Riffo 46), Rodriguez, 


Goldberg, Silvani (Sanchez 66). 

Coach: Miguel Angel Russo. 

COLO COLO: M. Ramirez, 
Fernandez, Reyes, Emerson, Henriquez 
(Avila 87), Salas, Espina, Lobos, 
Barticciotto (Sierra 68), Vergara (Tapia 
63), Basay. 

Coach: Gualberto Jara. 

After 16 rounds Colo Colo leads the 
competition with 35 points followed by 
Universidad of Chile with 30, 
Universidad Catolica 29, Cobreloa 27, 
Antofagasta 25, Palestino 24, Coquimbo 
23, Huachipato and Wanderers 22, 
Audzx Italiano 21, Osorno 19, Temuco 
16, Atacama and Union Espanola 15, O 
Higgins 10. 

The highest scorer of the competition 
is Santiago Wanderers striker Mario 
Vener with 17 goals, followed by Ivo 
Basay (Colo Colo) 14 and Daniel Pascoli 
(Antofagasta) 11. 


URUGUAYAN 
LEAGUE 


Current Uruguayan champion, 
Penarol made its debut in the 
Uruguayan football league second 
phase, with a 3-0 away victory over 
Sud America, The match, played at 
Paysandu’s Artigas Stadium, 
‘attracted 20,000 spectators. 
Midfielder Danilo Batierra and 
Uruguayan international strikers 
Luis Romero and Haverley Sosa 
scored for Penarol. 


could have won the match against the 
Nigerians. A team with players like Bebeto 
and Aldair, who are world champions, 
Jacked such qualities and lost its way after 
Nigeria levelled the score before the end of 
the 90 minutes. It was a big shock going 
down like that,” added Zico. 

*Meanwhile, Romario attributed the 
defeat to a great fatality. 

*"Brazil didn’t have much luck, it was a 
great fatality. Now we have to look forward 
and prepare our team to defend the world 


Romario: Player of his character and personality was needed for Brazil to 
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beat Nigeria at the Olympics. 


Meanwhile, the other Uruguayan 
giant, Nacional, defeated central 
Espanol 1-0 with a goal scored by 
Juan Rabera, 

In other matches, Rampla Junior 
drew 1-1 with Huracan Buceo; 
Liverpool and Cerro finished 0-0, 
Defensor Sporting beat River Plate 
1-0 and Danubio thrashed 
Wanderers 4-1. 


title in France 98,” said Romario. 

*He also praised Nigeria for their 
determination and will to win, with a special 
mention to striker Kanu for his skills and 


After a 55-munute discussion on 
the question of matches being 
played at high altitudes, the 
Executive Committee of FIFA 
followed a recommendation put 
forward by the Sports Medical 
Committee by deciding to prescrie 
a period of ten days for teams to 
acclimatise in preparation for 
matches above 3,000 metres. A 
number of South American 
associations had objected to World 
Cup matches being staged in the 
Bolivian town of La Paz (3,650 m 
above sea level). After examining 
the facts, the Executive Committee 
agreed to a request from Bolivia to 
continue to have games held in La 
Paz but only on condition that the 
Bolivian association bore full 
responsibility for the safety of its 
own delegation as well as the of the 
visiting association and of FIFA 
Officials. It will also be required to 
conclude a special insurance to 
cover risks for matches played at 
high altitudes. 


D 
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NATIONWIDE 
DIVISION 
ONE 


BARNSLEY: A fair 
season for a club with a small 
following. Manager Danny 
Wilson has worked wonders 
on a limited budget but 
Premiership football looks 
well beyond the side. Cannot 
compete in the market place 
which they must do in ordes to 
progress. Outside bet for one 
of the play-off spots. 

Last season: 10th. This 
term: MB — 17th SJ — 11th. 

BIRMINGHAM CITY: 
Trevor Fancis is now back at 
his old stomping ground, in 
charge of the club where it all 
began for him. With the 
calibre of players like Barry 
Home, Steve Bruce and Gary 
Ablett in the side, should go 
better in this campaign. 
Trevor, the Jasper Carrot 
look-alike, didn’t make an 
impressive start to his 
managerial career when the 
power seemed to go to his 
head but has knuckled down 
to the job in hand and has a 
bright future in the job. 

Were after Jean-Pierre 
Papin but cannot find a 
company to sponsor the player 
thus enabling them to buy 
him. Have since signed Paul 
Furlong instead. Too good to 
down if they get together 
early on. Might challenge 
early on. 

Last season: 15th. This 
term: MB — 9th SJ — Ist. 


Steve Bruce: Will beef-up 
the Brum back-line. 


BOLTON WANDERERS: 
Have lost Alan Stubbs to 
Celtic but have so far kept 
striker Curcic on the books. 
Had an awful year in the 
Premiership and will want to 
forget it as soon as possible 


and set the record straight. 
Will need to rebuild a side 
capable of mixing it with the 
big boys and that word 
“consolidation” rears it's head 
again. 

Last season: bottom of the 
Premiership, This term: MB 
— 14th SJ— 9th. 

BRADFORD CITY; 
Managed by former Sheffield 
United player Chris Kamara, a 
small side with great 
aspirations but little hope in 
all honesty. Could surprise a 
few and be the early “bolter” 
of the division but will fall 
away from a serious title 
challenge by November. Most 
likely to “do a Mill after 
reaching the First Division via 
the play-offs. 

Last season; 6th in Division 
Two. This term: MB — 24th 
S}— and again. 

CHARLTON ATHLETIC: 
Real surprise packages last 
term but dropped away when 
it really counted. Lost to 
Crystal Palace in the play- 
offs. Also lost long time 
stalwart Garry Nelson in the 
off-season along with starlets 
like Lee Bowyer to Leeds 
United for $5m, The cash will 
certainly come in handy with 
the rebuilding process for 
another assault on the title. 

Last season: 6th. This term: 
MB — 6th SJ — 8th. 

CRYSTAL PALACE: 
Harry Bassett will be 
disappointed his lads did not 
go straight up through the play 
off final but that has to be put 
to one side now and a new 
campaign has to begin, It will 
be hard put if they use last 
Season as an incentive, Palace 
could do very well. Certainly 
will be one of the big guns of 
the division, and should look 
to starting strongly this 
season. Outside bet for the 
title. 

Last season: 3rd. This term: 
MB — 3rd SJ — 4th. 

GRIMSBY TOWN: Their 
tun early last term was 
encouraging for the side but 
they fell away and they need 
to be consistent right across 
the season if they are going to 
be pushing for promotion. Too 
small a club to make an 
impact in the Premier, 
Grimsby may have to be 
happy with mid-table 
annonymity, otherwise they 
haye “Haddock” (had it...get 
it? 


Last season; 17th. This 
term; MB — 12th SJ — 16th. 
HUDDERSFIELD TOWN: 


OWNGUNDER 


ART 


RS 


eB 
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Combined Season Previews 
English & Scottish 


Brian Horton did a great job, 
like so many managers before, 
with a side on limited 
tesources. The club has seen 
it’s star striker move to 
Sheffield Wednesday, 
although they have replaced 
him with Marcus Stewart of 
Bristol Rovers, Could be that 
last season was a peak for the 
club, although their ambition 
cannot be doubted. Many of 
the big guns know what to 
expect from the Terriers this 
time around and maybe 
Surprise was their biggest and 
best weapon last term, which 
they no longer have in the 
armoury. 

Last season; 8th. This term: 
MB — 10th SJ — 10th. 

IPSWICH TOWN: Always 
a good performer, this East 
Anglian club outshone 
neighbours Norwich in their 
first season after dropping 
from the Premier. Avoiding 
the controversy that has 
surrounded Carrow Road, 
George Burley has built the 
platform for a successful 
campaign this time around, 
Many of the old stagers 
continue to stand by the club 
and this can only be of benefit 
to the youngsters. 

Last season: 7th. This term: 
MB — 4th SJ — 15th. 

MANCHESTER CITY: 
Of course all at Maine Road 
were devastated at losing PL 
status and will be doing 
everything in their power to 
recover it. Seen as strong 
favourites especially with 
Georgian, Kinkladze, gracing 
midfield and Uwe Rosler, now 
staying with the side after 
strong rumour of a transfer, 
firing on all cylinders up front, 

Niall Quinn's injury 
problems seem behind him, 
however a question mark 
remains over the future of 
captain Keith Curle. Perhaps a 
season in the lower division 
will see them all the better for 
it, and the chance to mix it 
with neighbours United the 
following year will be the 
carrot before the donkey. 

Last season: 18th in PL. 
This term: MB — Ist SJ — 
2nd, 


= 


Uwe Roster: Continuing the German connection at 


NORWICH CITY: An 
exceedingly disappointing 
term that was dogged by 
controversy, Chairman Robert 
Chase has finally stepped 
down, much to the joy of the 
fans. The prodigal son, Mike 
Walker, has returned after a 
brief sojourn on Merseyside. 
Whether he can pull the club 
out of the mire at first time of 
asking is yet to be seen but 
may well be beyond him and 
PL football still looks a long 


way off for now. 
Last season: 16th. This 
term: MB — 16th SJ — 12th. 


OLDHAM ATHLETIC: 
A club of “wannabees” since 
the heady days of top flight 
football, just a few years back. 
Have since had troubles but 
avoided yet —_ another 
relegation, which is the likely 
battle facing them this season. 
Boundary Park continues to be 
‘one of the poorest surfaces in 
the league but there is plenty 
of room for expansion, if they 
ever find a reliable support 
base to fill it? 

Last season: 18th. This 
term: MB — 21st SJ — 2ist 
also, 


OXFORD UNITED: 
Finally made it back to 
Division One and watch out 
for some interesting 
encounters with Reading and 
Swindon this year. Won't be 
unhappy at swapping places 
with Watford but won't want 
it to happen again this time 
around. May show strongly 
early season but if not, it will 
be a long hard road to 
campaigns end against this 
class of opposition. 


PORT VALE: Because of 
the closeness of the i 
were both fighting for 
Promotion and against 
relegation at the samé time, 
Managed to pull away from 
the ensuing dog-fight in the 
last six games to finish a 
comfortable mid-table team. 
Rivals Stoke City continue to 
make the headlines within the 
Potteries region and nothing 
would give them greater 


Maine Road begun by Bert Trautmann. 
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pleasure than to reverse this 
trend but on present standings 
at least, that would seem 
implausible. 

Last season: 12th, This 
term: MB — 15th SJ — 22nd. 

PORTSMOUTH: Is Terry 
Venables going to join good 
friends, the Gregory family 
and owners of the Fratton 
Park side, in running the club 
or not? If he is, things are 
looking up for this south coast 
club but the whole future 
could hang on this one 
question, If Venables arrives, 
names will too. Paul Walsh 
needs to return to form 
quickly and avoid injury if 
they are to have a comfortable 
year. 

Last season: 21st This term: 
MB — 22nd SJ - 19th, 

QUEENS PARK 
RANGERS: Ray Wilkins was 
a very sad man at the 
culmination of the 1995/96 
season but has his sights 
firmly fixed on a quick return 
to the top flight for the 
Shepherds Bush based club. 
With rumour gathering pace 
that star midfielder Trevor 
Sinclair may not be there 
come the start of season, 
something the club is reacting 
to strongly when denying. 
With the drop, it will be hard 


Ray Wilkins: The sad 
man of Shepherds Bush. 


to keep the better players on 
board but Wilkins has the 
ability to turn it around...if 
not the funds, 

Last season: 19th in PL. 
This term: MB — Sth SJ — 
3rd. 

READING: Aussies 
Lovell and Bernal will have a 
strong say on the success of 
this side, Co-Managers Quinn 
and Gooding have held onto 
the top jobs despite last 
season’s dramatic drop in 
performance. That could be 
put down to a negative 
feaction after the heady 
heights of being 2-0 up in the 
Division One play off final the 
previous year, 

This year the club will 
again face the normal money 


problems, however the Elm 
Park faithful will be hoping to 
discover more talent like 
Shaka Hislop to guide them 
back up to the top of the table. 

Last Season: 19th, This 
term: MB — 19th SJ — 13th. 

SHEFFIELD UNITED: A 
full season under Howard 
Kendall and with money to 
spend should see the Blades 
fighting for a position in the 
PL. Player strength has 
increased and the fight for 
positions within the team plus 
the skills of Kendall as 
manager should be enough to 
see the supporters coming 
back to Bramall Lane in their 
droves, If there isn’t there has 
to be some question over the 
future of the whole club. 

Last Season: 9th. This 
term; MB — 11th SJ — 5th, 

SOUTHEND UNITED: 
Ronnie Whelan did a fine job 
as manager of the club last 
year although a few losses at 
the end saw them out of the 
running for a play-off spot. 
Will be looking to perform 
even better this time and reach 
a level of consistency lacking 
last term. Player depth may be 
a problem for the club though. 

Last Season: 14th. This 
term: MB — 18th SJ — 9th 

STOKE CITY: Did really 
well last season and will be 
looking to build on that 
remarkable progress. Lou 
Macari is now directing things 
from upstairs and has clearly 
got a lot of his hand still on 
the steering wheel. Should do 
well again this term with the 
whole Red and White half of 
the Potteries buzzing. Need to 
Start strongly and maintain the 
impetus to see them through 
the heavy Christmas and New 
Year program, 

Last Season: 4th. This 
term: MB — 2nd SJ — 7th. 

SWINDON TOWN: 
Swindon have been up, down, 
down again and then back up 
in the last four seasons. 
Looking for a solid 
consolidation period this year, 
Steve McMahon has done a 
remarkable job with the club, 
who only now seem to be 
getting over their Premiership 
drubbing of a couple of 
season’s ago. It’s been a long 
hard struggle along the way, 
one they probably wish they 
had not gone through, they 
would rather have followed 
the Leicester City path 
instead, 

Last Season: Ist in Division 
Two. This term MB — 7th S} 


13th. 

TRANMERE ROVERS: 
Last season was a poor one for 
the club with such high aims. 
The ground is being prepared 
for Premiership football, not 
that of the Second Division 
which some of the 
performances depicted. John 
King has moved upstairs and 
John Aldridge has become 


player manager, one of many 
ex Liverpool Players to now 
do so, He'll be hoping to 
emulate the success of 
Keegan, Dalglish et al, 

Last Season: 13th. This 
term MB — 13th SJ— 15th. 

WEST BROMWICH 
ALBION; The Throstles have 
strikingly different openings 
in the previous two seasons 
but the end result of a mid- 
table finish has remained the 
same. If they put together last 
season’s good start with the 
previous season's good finish, 
Alan Buckley’s Grimsby, 
whoops I mean WBA side 
(well he did take many of his 
players with him!) would be 
up there fighting for 
promotion alongside 
neighbours Birmingtam City. 

Last Season: 11th. This 
term MB — 23rd SJ — 14th. 

=F 


Steve Corica: Part of the 
Aussie connection at 
Molineaux. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
WANDERERS: Mark 
McGhee took over a side in 
turmoil and almost took them 
to the play-offs, before once 
again falling into the 
relegation fight. He remains 
under much pressure to turn 
the clubs fortunes around. 
With a huge following that 
believes Premiership football 
is a right and not a privilege 
for a team of their standing, 
things need to change 
significantly on the pitch and 
quickly. Steve Corica went 
from Leicester to Wolves with 
McGhee and should be a good 
foil for a fully fit Steve Bull. 

Last season: 20th This 
term: MB — 8th SJ — 6th. 


SCOTTISH 
DIVISION 
ONE 


AIRDRIEONIANS: Dodgy 
year and nothing there to 
Suggest this term will be any 
different. May avoid 
telegation but only for the fact 
that there may be some worse 
teams in this league and not 
for their standard of play. A 


21 


year of immense struggle. 

Last season: 8th. This term: 
MB — 7th SJ — 8th. 

CLYDEBANK: Financially 
speaking, talk of another 
Third Lanark scenario, who 
were the last club to resign 
from the Scottish League. 
Sure to affect performances on 
the field. Their supporters, 
instead of shouting out “Wet, 
Wet, Wet” will probably 
scream “Drop, Drop, Drop!” 

Last Season: 7th. This 
Term: MB — 8th SJ — 9th. 

DUNDEE: As sick as a 
parrot seeing their big cross 
street rivals United making the 
big time last term via the play- 
offs. Will want to re-dress that 
balance of power but there is 
some dispute about their 
ability to do so, according to 
some pundits! 

Last Season: Sth. This 
term: MB — 9th (and lucky to 
get that) SJ — Ist (by a clear 
20 points). 


EAST FIFE: Steve 
Archibald has worked 
wonders with the side but may 
well leave if the clubs 
ambition to go full-time is 
shelved for too much longer. 
Possibly a long season awaits 
the club this term although 
they could well be the surprise 
package (but not very likely). 

Last season: 2nd in Diy 2. 
This term: MB — 10th SJ — 
10th, 


FALKIRK: T’was a sad 
time for all Australian Bairns 
supporters last year with many 
a wrist slashed at the 
magnitude of events unfolding 
before their eyes. Will it be a 
case of “Happy, happy, joy, 
joy” this time next season. 
Sadly, those who took the 
events so seriously in 95/96 
will never find out! 

“Last Season: 10th in the 
PL. This term: MB — Ist SJ 
—4th. 

GREENOCK MORTON: 
Marvellous season by their 
standards and only missed the 
play-off spot on goal 
difference from Dundee 
United. Very doubtful that this 
performance can be repeated 
in 1996/97 with the rest of the 
clubs now knowing their style 
of fitba! 

Last season: 3rd. This term: 
MB — 4th SJ — 3rd (again) 

PARTICK THISTLE: 
Thistle be a great year if they 
retum to the top flight and it’s 
certainly not beyond them to 
do so. However, they remain 
on the “Jagged” edge whilst 
finding out. 

Last season: 9th in PL. This 
term: MB — 2nd SJ — Sth. 

ST JOHNSTONE: Finished 
just one win away from 
second spot on the ladder and 
will look to repeat that 
performance in the diminished 
hope and opportunity of 
retuming to Premiership fitba. 
As with nearly all clubs in 
lower divisions, an influx of 
cash wouldn't go amiss but 
they remain dark horses for 
the title, 

Last season: 4th. This term: 
MB — 3rd SJ — 2nd. 

ST MIRREN: Average 
performance from.a side 
Temembering past glories of 
top flight fitba and great cup- 
ties, Life for their fans is seen 
through rose coloured glasses 
and so it will remain. 

Last season: 6th. This term: 
MB — Sth SJ — 6th. 

STIRLING ALBION: 


Promoted some 14 points 
ahead of second placed East 
Fife, losing only three games 
along the way as they netted 
83 goals. Will find life hard 
amongst the bigger boys but 
should hold their own and 
survive. Manager Kevin 
Drinkwell knows how to get 
the best out of his players and 
will have them pumped up for 
the opening games. 

Last season: Champs of 
Div 2. This term: MB — 6th 
SJ —7th. 


PREMIER 
LEAGUE 


ARSENAL: 
consternation from the 
supporters as the other 
London clubs seem to be 
buying up big time but North 
London remains quiet on the 
transfer front (at time of 
writing). Back in Europe after 
taking the last UEFA Cup 
spot on the last day of the 
season, watch for an early exit 
in the League Cup. Turmoil 
still abounds as rumours 
persist Rioch has not yet 
signed his contract after 12 
months in the job. Expect a 
couple of signings before or 
early in the term, 

Last season: Sth. This term: 
MB — 3rd SJ 4th, 


Much 


ceptional showing last term 
with some beautiful footie and 
silverware in the shape of the 
League Cup to show, for it. 
Dwight Yorke had his best 
season ever and will need to 
repeat that if the Villians are 
to remain a force to be 
reckoned with. Another club 
in the UEFA Cup next term 
which could sidetrack them 
from the job in hand but sound 
foundations were built for a 
decent assault on the title. 
Doubtful if they have the 
depth in strength to achieve it 
though. 


Mark Bosnich: (Aston Villa) Aussie last-line of 
defence in a team built for an assault on the title. 


Chris Sutton: (Blackburn Rovers) regular 
Pree iepy iar len hoi, 


Swett 


Ruud Gullit: (Chelsea) Takes over the reigns at 


Chelsea from new England boss Glenn Hoddle, 
Last season: 4th, This term: 
MB — 6th SJ — Sth. 
BLACKBURN ROVERS: 
Started very poorly after 
taking the Championship the 


previous term. Quality of 
football was ordinary, to be 
kind, and their showing in 
Europe was well below par. 
With interest in top scorer 
Alan Shearer shown-by free 
spending Man Utd, will 
Rovers to be able to hang on 
to their prize asset? Their 
counter bid for Cantona must 
be seen as a bit of “tongue in 
cheek” really. Chris Sutton 
may make a few appearances 
this term if not sold 
beforehand. Hard to see them 
in the running. 

Last season: 7th. This term: 
MB — 10th SJ — 61h. 

CHELSEA: Rund Gullit 
takes over the reins from 
Glenn Hoddle and entices 
Juyentus veteran Gianluca 
Vialli to the Bridge. Vialli was 
part of Juves Champions Cup 
winning side last term and no 
stranger to knocking the bali 
in, something Chelsea have 
had trouble doing with any 
regularity of late. In comes 
Frenchman le Beuf (Beefy to 
his mates) who will be an 


Dennis Berg! He! Must be to lead 
the boys rom Highbury to honcure 


Gianluca Vialli: ( eee Hrs to the Bridge by 
ui 


asset to the squad. Expect an 
early season charge with the 
side being thereabouts for 
most of the season making life 
difficult for the top teams. 
Good cup *t once more. 
Last_season: 11th. This 
term: MB — 8th SJ — 8th 
COVENTRY CITY: 
Avoided relegation on goal 
difference and another long 
hard year ahead for the Sky 
Blues. Very hard to see where 


ie 


Eoin Jess: (Coventry City) Another 'cann+y Scot’ at 
Honteld Road. Y 
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Igor Stimac: (Derby County)The di 
oho el de: ae ball has even been 


they will get the inspiration 
cash to ensure Premiership 
football in 1997/98 but with a 
manager like Ron “Mr 
Bojangles” Atkinson and 
canny Scot Gordon Strachan 
at the helm, could well beat 
the drop but only just. 
Strachan’s “never say die” 
attitude will ensure they'll 
fight all the way to the final 
whistle, 


Last season: 16th. This 
term: MB — 17th SJ — 17th. 

DERBY COUNTY: The 
first of the promoted sides to 
get a mention but don’t have 
the squad of the others to look 
a viable proposition. Will 
fight hard but the drop is 
Tooming large before a ball is 
even kicked. A decent run ina 
cup or two is the best they will 
achieve this term. Have signed 
the exciting midfielder 
Christian Dailly from Dundee 
United for a very small fee but 
more players are needed. 

The Rams are moving to a 
new ground this season, and 
about time too. 

Last Season: 2nd in Div 
One. This term: MB — 20th 
SJ — 16th. 


looms large for 


Alan Shearer — $3 


Transfer fee called obscene 


ngland star Alan 
shearer’s world record 
$A30 million transfer fee 
was last week described as 
obscene and madness, 

Premier League title 
aspirant Newcastle has shelled 
out the record price for 
Shearer in a bid to break a 70- 
year championship drought. 

But commentators quest- 
ioned the value of paying such 
an enormous fee for the 
Blackburn Rovers striker. 

British Trade Union 
Council president Margaret 
Prosser said English soccer 
was in danger of losing touch 
with the fans, 

“A Stgl5 million price tag 
‘on one man’s head is obscene 
even if he is a nice man and a 
great player,” Ms Prosser told 
the London Daily Mirror 
Newspaper. 

“How can you say 
Shearer’s fee is worth 1250 
nurses or 2500 hospital 
cleaners or vast numbers of 
others who perform vital 
public services?” 

The- British Guardian 
editorial said top soccer 
players were now no more 
than guns for hire and it 
questioned Shearer’s loyalty 
even though he comes from 
the Newcastle area and 
supported the club in his 
youth, 

“Shearer may claim 
undying Tyneside roots but a 
subversive rumour claims that 
he was in fact a Sunderland 
fan as a boy,” The Guardian 
said. 

“At the last count, the 
Newcastle team contained 
more players from continental 
Europe than from what was 


talent stays in the country. 


Bolstered by cash from a lucrative new 
deal with Sky Television and an ever- 
growing army of sponsors, the premier 


Teague is in overdrive. 


And Shearer's move will not be the 
last multi-million pound transfer deal. 

Not so long ago, the next step for a 
successful English player like Shearer 
would have been a move abroad, to the 


soccer giants of Italy or Spain. 


‘But now — at least as far as money is 


‘concerned, there is no need. 


Double-winners Manchester United, 
despite deals with Czech European 
championship star Karel Poborsky and 
Dutch forward Jordi Cruyff to play 
alongside Frenchman Eric Cantona and 
inspirational Welsh winger Ryzi 
were ready to lay out $A24million for 


Shearer. 


But Newcastle, able to guarantee the 
striker a warm welcome in the northeast 


Newcastle United's multi-millionaire 
owner Sir John Hall said last week he 
envisaged a 60,000-seater stadium for the 
club in the wake of the record-signing of 


dubbed England’s cauldron of 
football.” 


Shearer's fee eclipsed the 
$A26.4 million previous 
world record Barcelona paid 
PSV Eindhoven for Brazilian 
Ronaldo, while it almost 
doubled the $A16.9 million 
British record Liverpool paid 
Nottingham Forest for-Stan 
Collymore. 

Winning the championship 
and titles in Europe will be the 
shortcut for recouping the 
money paid by Newcastle, 
which has spent more than 
$A100 million on players in 


trump them. 


where he was born, still managed to 


Manager Kevin Keegan now has to 
decide what to do with Shearer's England 
team mate Les Ferdinand and Colombia's 
Faustino Asprilla — players he bought 
for a combined total of $A27million. 

Such is the extent of Newcastle's 
funding that Keegan may keep them both, 
although Ferdinand has already been 


Fecent years. 

While Newcastle wants to 
build a new stadium to replace 
37,000-capacity St James’s 
Park in a long term move to 
increase revenue, its main 
source of new incéme will 
come from television fees and 
merchandising. 


Pay television network’ 


British Sky Broadcasting 
(BSkyB) has helped generate 
huge revenue for leading 
clubs since it started televising 
the Premier League four years 
ago. 


Newcastle has earned about 


TV FEES PUSHING SPENDING 


A lan Shearer’s move to Newcastle 
week offered further evidence 
that the English premier league is 
taking over from Italy’s Serie A as 
Europe’s centre of soccer excess, 

Elite clubs like Newcastle, Manchester 
United, Liverpool and Chelsea now have 
the financial clout and ambition to not 
only compete for the best players on the 
continent but to ensure home-grown 


linked with a London club. 


Even previously modest premier 
league outfits like Coventry City and 
Sheffield Wednesday have gone to the 


transfer market to boost their chances of 


taking titles. 


Newcastle's 


Middlesbrough lured Fabi 


Coventry spent $A6million on 
Scotland captain Gary McAllister, while 
Wednesday coaxed Attilio Lombardo 
from Juventus for $A8million. 


neighbours 
io Ravanelli 


from Juventus for $A14million, joining 


from Monaco. 
Giggs, 


Brazilians Juninho, Emerson and Branco, 

The bandwagoon started two years ago 
when Tottenham bought German 
international striker Juergen Klinsmann 


His success encouraged Dutchman 
Ruud Gullit to join Chelsea. 


Gullit has now succeeded Glenn 


Hoddle as manager and persuaded 
Gianluca Vialli, Roberto Di Matteo and 


Plans for Newcastle's new ground 


England striker Alan Shearer. 

Newcastle has already voiced hopes to 
move from St James’ Park, where it has 
10,000 fans on the waiting list for season 


French defender Franck Leboeuf to 
move, while Romanian Florin Raducioiu 
has gone to London rivals West Ham. 
Football in England is enjoying its 
biggest wave of popularity in decades. 
For the moment at least, it appears 
nothing can halt the influx of money and 
players inta.the game. 


$6million a year from Sky, 
but that could climb towards 
$A20million under the new 
$A1.3billion Premier League 
contract with BSkyB. 

Pay per view cable 
television looms as a nice 
earner for ambitious English 
soccer clubs. 

Clubs have also done a 
roaring trade in player shirts 
with Shearer's new Newcastle 
no. 9 flying off the shelves 
since yesterday. 

But Newcastle will have to 
sell almost 350,000 of them to 
recoup Shearer's fee. 


Faustino Asprilla: Could be 
struggling for a regular place. 


“That was before Shearer signed, so you 
can probably double the figure. If you are 
an ambitious club then 36,000 is just not 
enough. We must cater fora new generation 
of fans and are working very hard off the 


park on these things. “ 
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ion man 


Giggs praises Shearer's 
decision to put England 
before Europe 


[eye United star 
‘yan Giggs is adamant 
the decision of SA30 million 
man Alan Shearer not to 
play in Italy is clear 
evidence England is now the 
world’s major soccer I 

Giggs believes Shearer, 
who top scored with five goals 
at Euro 96 in June, will set a 
trend and other big names will 
choose to stay within 
England’s shores. 

Welsh winger Giggs has 
himself been linked with a 
multi-million move abroad 
since bursting onto the scene 
asa 17-year-old. 

But five years-on he 
remains adamant that England 
is the place to be, especially 
with the Premier League 
becoming ever more 
powerful. 

“The amount of talent in 
the Premiership is 
frightening,” said Giggs. 

“Last season there was an 
influx in foreign players and 
the same is happening again 
this year. 

“There are quality players 
coming here from abroad to 
add to the topline British 
players. It is all about personal 
views, but I think the 
Premiership is the toughest 
and best league in the world.” 

Giggs could have been 
playing in the San Siro 
stadium today when United 
‘met Inter Milan in a friendly 


arranged as part of Paul Ince’s 
$A14 million move to the 
Italian giant last northern 
summer. 


But he has stayed behind 
for extra treatment on a 
hamstring strain and misses a 
reunion with his former team- 
mate and close friend, whom 
he wili meet up with when 
Inter comes to Old Trafford 
for the return match in 
fortnight. 

Giggs remains in no doubt 
that his own future lies at Old 
Trafford, and is ready for the 


Ryan Giggs: “The amount of talent in the Premiership 


challenge of trying to repeat 
United’s achievements last 


season. 

“T was part of the first 
Double-winning team in 1993 
and that was some occasion, 
but to do it again was brilliant. 

“Now we know we must 
carry on from that this season. 
We know what is expected 
from us and must do even 
better,” he said, clearly with 
his sights on the European 
Cup which is no doubt a 
priority for everyone at United 
this term, 


is frightening." 


Football clubs — lucrative 


investment 


otball die-hards may 

hate it but Britain’s 
increasingly close matching 
of media and soccer is 
expected to make its 
Premier League one of the 
world’s most lucrative 
industries of the next 


lecat 

Digital television and pay- 
TV channels, will bring even 
more cash flooding into a 
ish game already awash 
with money, media and leisure 
analysts said, 

Deals such as the signing of 
Alan Shearer by Newcastle 
United this week will 
eventually be eclipsed by 
deals closer to the $US100 
million signings seen in US 
sport, they added. 

“The potential is huge,” 
said Michael Hilton, an 
analyst at brokerage 
Kleinwort Benson. 

“Leisure spending is 
increasing all the time, 
particularly on things like 
football which seem to have 
universal appeal.” 

‘The creation of the Premier 


of Newcastle. 


“I think the figure of 60,000 would be 
realistic for a new stadium. If we got that 
for every match it would be tremendous." 
Kevin Keegan, speaking in Singapore 
said that Shearer had signed for the people 


League four years ago and the 
decision by British Sky 
Broadcasting - 40 per cent- 
‘owned by Rupert Murdoch’s 
‘News Corp - to make football 
one of its programming 
focuses, have made Britain’s 
top 20 clubs among the richest 
in Europe. 

With each club expected to 
receive $A20 million a year 
from the $A1,341.6 million, 
BSkyB package from next 
year onwards television rights 
alone are expected to finance 
the expansion of plush, all- 
seater stadiums. 

Analysts said this would 
accelerate an existing trend 
for British football to capture 
new audiences outside its 
traditionally all-male, 
working-class supporters. 

“Football's almost 
becoming middle-class. 
Entertaining corporate clients 
at football is now acceptable, 
whereas before it always had 
to be cricket,” Hilton said. 

‘The new more affluent fans 
are also snapping up 
merchandise to such an extent 


Squad further Keegan jokingly responded, 
“Sir John Hall was a multi-millionaire 
when I joined the club but now he’s an 
ordinary millionaire.” 

Keegan has spent around $4100million 


that clubs such as Manchester 
United enjoy revenues from 
that source to rival their gate 
receipts. 

Dale Thorpe, soccer analyst 
at chartered accountants 
Deloitte Touche, said TV 
tights and merchandise now 
meant that football) clubs were 
viable long-term investments, 

“We'll probably see all of 
the Premier clubs listed either 
‘on the main stock market or 
on AIM (the Alternative 
Investments Market) in the 
next few years.” 

Once suffering a reputation 
for dubious dealings ranging 
from bribery to tax evasion, 
football has largely cleaned up 
its act and top clubs have 
installed strong management. 

But what clubs like 
Manchester Utd and 
Tottenham Hotspur have 
achieved so far as businesses, 
with both doubling their share 
Price since the start of the 
year, might only be the tip of 
the iceberg, some analysts 
believe. 


since February 1992, 


Asked if he was planning to strength his 
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